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Original Communications. 


[From Medicinal Plants, Bentley and Trimen, Part 26,] 
Alstonia Scholaris.* 


N. ord. Apocynexz. Lindl., Veg. Kingd., p. 599; Le Maout 
and Dec., p. 548. 

Tribe Plumeriez. 

Genus Alstonia,t R. Br. B. & H., Gen., il, p. 705. 


30 species, natives of the tropics of the old world. 


ii, There are 
R. Brown, in Mem. Werner. Soc., i, p. 76 (1811). 
Chatium, Satium (India). 
Echites scholaris, Linz. A. cuneata, Wadd. 
Figures. Rheede, Hort, Malabar., i, t. 45; Rumph., Herb. 
Amboin., ii, t. 82; Wight, Ic. Plant. Ind., ii, t. 422; Beddome, 
Fl. Sylvatica, t. 242. 


Syn. 


DESCRIPTION. 


TREE attaining a height of 40-60, or even 

80 feet, with a tall trunk and spreading 

whorled branches; bark dark gray, un- 

even, and rough, with many lenticels on 

the younger branches. Leaves in whorls of 5-7, 
spreading, very shortly stalked, 4-8 inches long, 
lanceolate or obovate-oblong, bluntly acuminate, 
entire, tapering below, coriaceous, midrib very 
prominent beneath, lateral veins numerous, trans- 
verse, parallel, quite smooth, green and shining 
above, pale and dull beneath. Flowers small, 


shortly stalked, in small clusters, combined into | 


compact long-peduncled rounded paniculate cymes, 
8-12 of which are arranged in large stalked umbels, 
one or more of which terminate the branchlets ; 
bracts opposite, or whorled, ovate and with the 
branches pilose with fulvous hairs. Calyx cup- 
shaped, deeply divided into 5, rounded, very obtuse, 
pubescent, imbricate lobes. Corolla greenish- 
white, the tube 4 or 5 times the length of the calyx, 
lined throughout with close reversed hairs, narrow 
and glabrous outside below, inflated and pilose at 


the top, greatly contracted at the mouth, which is | 


closed by a tuft of strong hairs, limb scarcely 4 
inch across, divided into 5 ovate, rather truncate, 
flat, spreading lobes, hairy on both sides, and con- 





*The “lignum scholare ;’’ so called from the use of the wood 
for making the writing tablets used in schools (see Rumph., Herb. 
mboyn., ii, p. 247). 


t In honor of Dr. Charles Alston, Professor of Botany in the 


University of Edinburgh, who died in 1760. 


volute in zstivation. Stamens 5, inserted in the 
inflated portion of the corolla tube and alternating 
| with its lobes, filaments very short, anthers pointed, 
sagittate, 2-celled, introrse, dehiscing longitudi- 
|nally. Pistil composed of two carpels, ovaries 
| slightly united, densely covered with white hairs, 
| style single, long, filiform, thickened at the summit, 
|and dilated into a double rounded knob immedi- 
| ately beneath the two short filiform stigmas. Fruit 
of two (one by abortion) cylindrical, pendulous, 
somewhat divaricate, linear, slender, smooth, 
| brown follicles, 6-12 inches long, hanging in clus- 
|ters. Seeds very numerous, oblong, dorsally com- 
| pressed, 8, inch long, pale orange, slightly rough, 
marked down one surface with a shallow furrow 
| with the minute hilum in the centre, furnished at 
| both ends with long, radiating, silky, pale orange 
| hairs (coma); embryo straight in the axis of the 
endosperm, with a superior radicle and flat oblong 
cotyledons. 


HABITAT. 


This fine forest tree is common throughout In- 
dia, and extends to Ceylon, Burmah, Java, the 
Philippines, New Guinea, and Queensland in Aus- 
tralia; it is also found in Western Tropical Africa. 
| It flowers in December to March. A bitter milky 
juice fills the tree. There is a plant in the Royal 
Gardens at Kew. 


DC. Prod., viii, p. 408; Brandis, Forest Flora, p. 325; 
Benth., Fl. Austral., iv, p. 312. 





OFFICIAL PART AND NAME, 


Alstoniz Cortex; the bark (I. P.) It is not 
| official in the British Pharmacopeeia, or the Phar- 
| macopoeia of the United States. Its local name in 
India is Satween. 


GENERAL CHARACTERS AND COMPOSITION, 


| Alstonza bark, or as it is termed by the natives 
|of the Philippines Dz¢a daré, is found in irregular, 
| more or less twisted pieces, with a spongy texture, 
| and varying usually in thickness from about % to 
¥% an inch; it breaks easily with a short coarse 
|fracture. Its external surface is very rough and 
| uneven, and of a dark gray or brownish hue; within 
| this the substance of the bark generally, as well as 
its inner surface, is of a bright buff color. It has 
| a very pure bitter taste, being neither aromatic nor 
|acrid; but is devoid of any marked odor. 

| A few years since, Gruppe, a pharmacien of 
| Manilla, obtained from this bark an uncrystalliz- 
able, very hygroscopic, bitter substance, to which 
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he gave the name adztain. The bark was found to 
ang about two per cent of this principle, which 

e regarded as its active constituent, and when 
tried at Manilla was said to be a perfect substitute 
for quinine. M. Hildwein afterwards found that 
this ditain was by no means a pure principle, but 
apparently a mixture of ccpitelieatle substances 
and coloring matter. Ditain was subsequently ex- 
amined by Gorup-Besanez, who obtained from it 
a very small quantity of a crystallizable substance, 
which appeared to possess all the characters of an 
alkaloid. J. Jobst and A. Hesse, who have still 
more recently conducted a very thorough chemical 









DESCRIPTION OF PLATE. 


Drawn from specimens in the Kew Herbarium 
collected in Travancore and Kumaon. 


4. End of a flowering branch. 

. A flower bud. 

. Section of a flower. 

. Anther. 

Ovary. 

Upper part of style and stigmas. 
Fruit. 

A seed. 

. Transverse section of the same. 
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ALSTONIA SCHOLARIS. 


investigation of dita bark, have succeeded in iso- 
lating an alkaloid, which they have named d7ta- 
mine, They believe that the alkaloid extracted 
from ditain by Gorup-Besanez to be identical with 
ditamine. The very small quantity of alkaloid ob- 
tained by the latter chemist from ditain corresponds 
also with the results of their experiments upon dita 
bark. They also believe, that asa material for the 
preparation of its characteristic alkaloidal salts, 
dita bark has no future before it; and further, 
that if its antifebrile action be generally estab- 
lished, this action could hardly be attributed to 
the small quantity of alkaloid it contains. 


MEDICAL PROPERTIES AND USES. 


In India and in the Philippines, alstonia bark is 
regarded as a valuable antiperiodic and tonic. It 
has also been reputed to possess anthelmintic 
properties. Recently, as already stated, the so- 
called ditain has been extravagantly vaunted in 
Manilla as a substitute for quinine. Waring says 
that it has proved valuable in chronic diarrhcea 
and in the advanced stages of dysentery. It has 
also been regarded as an efficient remedy in debil- 
ity after fevers and other exhausting diseases. 
According to Waring, it is a remedy of consider- 
able promise. 


Pharmacographia, P. 378; Gibson, in Pharm. Journ., ser. 1, vol. 
xii, p. 422; Waring, Pharmacopoeia of India, p. 137; Pharm. 


Journ., ser. 3, vol. iv, p. 70; Jobst & Hesse, in Pharm. Journ. 
ser. 3, vol. vi, p. 142, from Annalen der Chemie, vol. clxxviii, p. 
95 

ep. Ph., 1873, Nos. 8-9, pp. 561-563; 
a xxiv, pp. 136 and 366, from N. Rep. 
106, 


roc. Amer, Pharm, Ass., vol. xxii, pp. 111 and 273, from 
roc. Amer. Pharm. Ass., 
Ph., No. 2, 1876, pp. 76- 








Cascara Sagrada and Berberis Aqui- 
folium. 
By J. W. Van Wink Le, M. D., Rochester, N. Y. 


| WAS first induced to try the above new remedies 
as a last resort in a case of habitual constipa- 
tion. 

November, 1878, Miss K., aged 24, of regular 
habit, called, complaining of abdominal disten- 
sion, pressure or weight in the perineum, urine 
scanty, complexion sallow, skin harsh and dry, fre- 
quent attacks of headache, with severe paroxysms 
of neuralgia, the act of defecation occurring once 
in three or four days, and requiring violent strain- 
ing, the excrement being pale, clay-like and very 
offensive, and patient complaining of a hemor- 
rhoidal protrusion after defecation. 

I prescribed first, after rising, citrate of mag- 
nesia, followed by a breakfast of oat-meal, or 
cracked wheat and milk, with lime water, and a 
cup of tea or coffee. For dinner, fish, mutton or 
poultry, with few vegetables and no pastry. A 
light supper, consisting principally of milk, follow- 
ing each meal with lacto-peptin, bismuth and soda 
aa. grs. iij, directing the patient to take regular. ex- 
ercise in the open air, to make regular sittings at 
stool once in twenty-four hours. The following 
pill was also given: 

B. Ext. aloes, grs. xv. , 
Ext. nucis vomice, grs. iij. 
Ext. hyoscyami, grs. x. 
Pulv. ipecac, gr. j. 


M. Fiat pills No. x. S. One pill at bed-time. 
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After a week of this treatment a rest was taken, 
and the constipation immediately returned as se- 
vere as ever, when an enema was resorted to. I 
then prescribed : 


B. Ferri carb. “ Vallets,” 
Quiniz sulphatis, 443 ss. 
Ext. nucis vomice, grs. v. 
Ext. colocy. comp., Dj. 
Ext. gentianez, 3 ss. 


M. Fiat pill. No. xxx. S. One pill half hour 
after each meal. 


This also failed, and I afterwards tried many of 
the common remedies of the day for constipation, 
which as often resulted in failure, and after four 
months of this kind of treatment, I found my pa- 
tient discouraged, and myself perplexed and dis- 
heartened. In my desperation I resolved to try 
cascara, and after reading all the literature on the 
subject I could find in NEW PREPARATIONS, I 
prescribed, April, 1879: 

RB. FI. ext. cascare sagradx, $j. 
Fl, ext. berberis aquifol., ¥ss. 
Syr. pruni Virginiani, 3 iss. 
Ext. hyoscyami, fid., 3 iss. 


M. S. Teaspoonful three times per day. 


After a few days the dose was gradually dimin- 
ished until only a teaspoonful was taken at bed- 
time, and one repetition of this prescription cured 
my patient entirely of constipation, headache and 
neuralgia, and only a few days ago she informed 
me that she had not taken a particle of medicine 
since April; that she was now able to satisfy her 
appetite as to variety of food without inconveni- 
ence, and that she never felt better in her life. 

Case No.2. Mr. M., a farmer, about middle 
life. Habitual constipation, with marked palpita- 
tion of the heart. I prescribed: 


BR. Fi. ext. cascare sagrade, 
Fl. ext. berberis aquifol., 
Elix. simplex, 44 %j. 
Tinct. nucis vomice, gtts. xxiv. 
Tinct. digitalis, 3 j. 


M. S. Teaspoonful three times per day. 

It was not necessary to follow this treatment 
long. In less than a week the dose was reduced 
to one teaspoonful once in twenty-four hours, and 
the recovery seemed complete. 

Case No. 3. An old German saloon-keeper, liv- 
ing in one of the worst malarial districts of the 
city. Diagnosis, chronic cirrhosis of the liver, with 
gastro-enteritis. 


BR. Fi. ext. cascare sagrade, 3 ij. 
Fl. ext. berberis aquifol., 3 ss. 
Syr. pruni Virginiani, 3 j. 
Acidi hydrocyan., dil. 3 j. 
Morph. sulph., grs. ij. 


M. Sig. Teaspoonful three times per day. 


This treatment was continued for several weeks 
with the best of results, and the patient dis- 
charged, much improved. But I doubt the possi- 
bility of bringing about a perfect cure in this case 
with any remedy, without a change of location and 
a diminution of the daily allowance of stimulants. 

Case No. 4. Mr. George W., a railroad con- 
ductor, aged about 55. Chronic varicose ulcer on 
posterior surface of the left leg, about one inch 
above the ankle joint—an old ulcer of twenty 
years’ standing, with a gangrenous appearance, the 
induration of tissues about an inch in diameter, 
with a cup-shaped cavity and very offensive odor. 

Mr. W., during the past twenty years, has been 
under the care of some of our ablest surgeons, 
with but very little benefit, owing, doubtless, largely 


to the fact that his occupation keeps him upon his _ 
feet most of the time. Prescribed : 


RK. Fi. ext. cascare sagrade, ij. 
Fl. ext. berberis aquifolium, % j. 
Syr. pruni Virginiani, § iss. 

Sol. acidi arseniosi, 3 ss. 


M. S. Teaspoonful three times per day. 


BR. FI. ext. eucalypti globuli, §ss. 
Vaseline, 3 ij. 


M. Ung. S. As directed. 


After filling the cavity of the ulcer with this oint- 
ment, and covering it with the absorbent cotton 
and a light bandage, I directed the patient to re- 
peat the application night and morning, and return 
in one week. 

The result was beyond the expectation of either 
patient or physician. The offensive odor had all 
disappeared, and the whole appearance of the 
ulcer had changed. Healthy granulations were 
now forming, and the patient’s general health had 
commenced to improve. 

This treatment ig still being continued, with the 
most gratifying results. 


Piscidia Erythrina (Jamaica Dogwood). 


By GeorGe WILLIAM WINTERBURN, M. D., New York. 


HE Jamaica dogwood is a deciduous tree 
(nat. ord. Leguminosa), about the size of the 
apple tree, indigenous in the Antilles, where it is 
extensively distributed, flourishing chiefly in the 
lowlands, and on calcareous and volcanic soil in the 
vicinity of the coast. It bears a handsome flower 
in April, the leaves not appearing until the subsi- 
dence of the inflorescence. 

The voot-bark is the part used in medicine. It 
should be gathered during inflorescence, otherwise 
it is unreliable. It hasa feeble odor, but is strongly 
acrimonious, and produces a burning sensation in 
the mouth and pharynx. 

The active principle is a resinoid, soluble only in 
strong alcohol. 

The bark is used as a fish-poison in the An- 
tilles. It quickly destroys life in the smaller kind, 
and stupefies and often destroys even the largest 
fish. It has a stronger soporific influence on ani- 
malcule than opium, which it closely resembles in 
certain particulars. 

Physiological Effects—In order to test the value 
and mode of action of this drug I made six ex- 
periments on myself, taking on three occasions 
drop doses every two minutes of Parke, Davis & 
Co.’s fluid extract up to forty drops, and on the 
other three trials a half-drachm, one and two 
drachms respectively. The effects produced may 
be thus summarized : 

It is a cerebro-spinal drug, expending its influ- 
ence almost entirely upon the nervous system. 

It causes at first increased activity of the cere- 
brum. This is shortly followed by a dazed feel- 
ing. The thoughts become confused. It is hard 
to recollect to take the next dose at the proper 
time—forgetfulness merging into obliviousness. 
There is violent, itching pain in the upper portion 
of the medulla oblongata, with nervous trembling 
all over. 

It causes burning soreness in the eyes, with 
lachrymation, and heat in the internal structure. 
The eyes look wild and staring, and are in con- 
stant movement. There is excoriation in the 
nares posteriores, with sneezing and _ coryza. 
There is also aching pain in the temples, and 
in the right ear, extending down into the right 
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It produces a burning sensation in the whole buc- 
cal cavity, especially on the tongue and roof of the 
mouth, with soreness in the submaxillary glands. 

The throat is excoriated, dry and tickling, and 
there is constant eructations of wind, with aching 
pains in the abdomen. 

It causes a prickling sensation at the root of the 
penis, with violent erections. 

It induces labored breathing, with pain in the 
sternum, and dull, aching pain in the fifth inter- 
costal space; pain in the kidneys and aching 
in the lumbar nerves; opisthotonos, with aching 
in the spine. The same aching pain is finally felt 
in the right arm and right shoulder and right back, 
going on to paralysis of the entire right side, in- 
cluding the right half of the head. 

There is intense excitation of the nervous sys- 
tem, causing a hot flush over the entire body, the 
pulse is increased ten or fifteen pulsations, with 
pain in the heart and restlessness, which, how- 
ever, is quickly succeeded by the obliviousness al- 
ready mentioned. 

Piscidia is therefore a powerful drug, but occu- 
pies but a limited field, within which, however, it 
promises to be of positive value. 

Piscidia differs from strychnia in possessing more 
influence on the cerebrum and less on the spinal 
cord. In strychnia poisoning the patient retains 
clearness of intellect to the last, while in that trom 
piscidia he passes early into the stage of oblivious- 
ness. Strychniicauses death by the firm clutch it 
obtains on the pectoralis muscles, suspending 
respiration. Piscidia, on the other hand, produces 
death by the violent nervous excitation which it 
causes. After death by strychnia the heart is con- 
tracted and empty. Death caused by piscidia 
leaves the heart dilated, flaccid, and empty. 

The action of opium and piscidia are similar, 
but not identical. The former is much more 
apt to produce headache, nausea, and other dis- 
agreeable symtoms than the latter. In opium poi- 
soning the eyes are contracted and excited, under 
piscidia they become dilated and staring. Bella- 
donna affects the system somewhat analogously to 
piscidia, but the former is much more violent, 
causing furious delirium, somnambulism, and acute 
mania, as well as tetanus, like strychnia and bru- 
cia. 

Belladonna antidotes acute poisoning by opium 
and its preparations. Piscidia, on the other hand, 
counteracts the evil effects of long-continued use 
of opium, as in the opium habit. 

Belladonna causes dryness of the skin, piscidia 
profuse diaphoresis ; both acting through the ner- 
vous system. 

Therapeutics—The fluid extract of piscidia may 
be used to advantage in several forms of cutaneous 
-disorder. Applied topically full strength by means 
of a camel's hair pencil to tinea capitis, tinea de- 
calvans, mentagra, favus, scabies, pityriasis, and 
other parasitic disorders it quickly destroys the 
cause of the disease. Diluted one part to ten of 
water it will be found very effectual in controlling 
the discharge from ulcerations, and in promoting 
the cure. 

Its most valuable therapeutic use, however, is in 
assuaging nervous pain and producing sleep. I 
gave, to a patient suffering most intensely with 
cranial neuralgia, which caused him to roll back- 
ward and forward in the bed in agony: 


BR. Fluid Ext. piscidiz eryth., Mxv. 
Aquz dist., %j. 


In ten minutes he was lying quietly, although 
still suffering greatly. Fifteen minutes after the 
first dose I gave him five minims more, and in a 
few moments he broke out in profuse perspiration, 








and went off to sleep. He awoke ten hours after, 
entirely free from pain, but with a sense of sore- 
ness over the whole scalp. His exclamation on 
seeing me was: “Doctor, I could not have be- 
lieved that any medicine could have given me such 
quick relief.” 

Patients suffering from  otalgia, odontalgia, 
sprains and contusions have alike received com- 
fort and rest. 

Piscidia does not seem to produce sleep when 
given to a healthy person in medicinal doses; but 
when for any reason the system is exhausted by 
pain, piscidia causes quiet, natural sleep, although 
in many cases the pain re-asseris itself when the 
patient awakes. On awaking from the sleep in- 
duced by piscidia the mind is clear, cheerful, and 
hopeful, and there is none of the depression and 
languor which is experienced from opium prepara- 
tions. 

Insomnia associated with fevers, inflammatory 
or specific, often wears out the strength of the pa- 
tient. This dangerous symptom may be removed 
by the judicious use of piscidia, and so save an 
almost hopeless case. 

In chorea, and even in epilepsy, it will often do 
much good. In five-minim doses I have found it 
to mitigate the distressing symptoms of chorea, 
and in connection with the use of agaricus musca- 
rius it has apparently cured one very severe case, 
Used alone in other cases it has improved sleep, 
appetite and mental equipoise, and reduced the se- 
verity of the spasmodic movements. 

A case of cancer of the breast, in which the in- 
tense pain produced almost complete insomnia, has 
been greatly relieved by occasional doses. 

In opisthotonos, with aching in the spine, aching 
pain in the cerebellum, and intense excitation of 
the nervous system, it has proved curative. 

An aged man, in otherwise excellent health, 
where there was no loss of sexual feeling and the 
semen was normal, but who suffered from loss of 
muscular power in the penis, has been quite re- 
stored by drop doses every hour for a week. Pis- 
cidia has no influence on the testicles, and will be 
of no advantage in impotence or loss of virility, 
but in alternation with nux vomica, it will often 
assist this latter remedy by increasing muscular 
power. 

Paralysis of the right side, preceded by nervous 
aching in the part, would probably be benefited by 
this drug. Choreic cases where the disease espe- 
cially afflicts the right side, are more amenable to 
piscidia than where the reverse is true. : 

In the early stage of cerebro-spinal meningitis, 
before effusion has taken place, piscidia will be 
found of value, but it will not supersede other 
remedies. 

Piscidia will not be found of value in any dis- 
ease arising otherwise than from the nervous cen- 
ters. 

November 34d, 1879. 


Report on Several New Remedies. 
By M. R. Morpen, M. D., Adrian, Mich. 


OR very good reasons I had, until two years 
ago, a scepticism and prejudice toward so- 
called ‘“‘ New Remedies,” and was not at all in- 
clined to countenance any person who made them a 
specialty. But for what I regarded as good, and 
now regard as still better reasons, I was induced 
to try a few of them in cases where I had very 
often found old methods and old remedies to be of 
little avail. 
There are three or four “ New Remedies” that I 
have made fair and very considerable trial of, and I 
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am confident that a permanent place for them in the 
materia medica of the future is assured. I would 
consider it a great loss in practice to be deprived 
of their use. The articles I refer to are viburnum 

runifolium, cascara sagrada and yerba santa. Of 
the black haw, though sometimes it disappoints, I 
must say it is generally efficient, and its effects are 
sometimes magical. I can scarcely say in which 
of the two cases it is the more useful, dysmenor- 
rhea, orthreatened abortion. Until I used it, | do 
not call to mind a single instance where I ever 
succeeded in preventing abortion or miscarriage, 
when once fairly threatened. By means of it 1 have 
succeeded, I believe, in such preventions, at least 
in ten or twelve cases. I recommend it with much 
confidence in all forms of irritation, and even in 
inflammation and congestion affecting the female 
organs of reproduction, often, of course, as an ad- 
juvant only to other means. 

Cascara sagrada in moderate doses, is, I believe, 
the best single remedy for costiveness yet intro- 
duced into practice. For women, and persons of 
sedentary habits, I combine it with nitro-muriatic 
acid, and sometimes add 1-40th grain doses of 
strychnia. I at first condemned the fl. ex. for its 
taste, and decided that there was urgent need for 
an elixir of it. Since then I have received cascara 
cordial, and tried it in upwards of 30 cases. It is 
too weak for drachm doses, and 1 think more of 
the dase can be used and not much injure its 
claims for elegance. 

I have a good opinion of yerba santa in chronic 
or slow forms of inflammations of the respiratory 
tract. If given early, I think it will often disap- 
point. The earlier stages can best be treated with 
ammoniacal salts, especially carbonate and muriate, 
or potass. chlorate, in combination with comp. 
syrup squills, ipecac, senega, or other well-known 
expectorants. Later, the yerba santa will be found 
highly useful. and especially so if there is consider- 
able expectoration, with cough and _ hoarseness. 
In my first experience with it I was cured of a most 
stubborn laryngitis, that was aggravated by much 
night riding. It promptly restored my voice, 
which had been very imperfect for several weeks. 
My favorite way of prescribing it is with ext. malt— 
15 to 25 gtts. in one or two drachms of malt, three 
to six times a day. 

Of other new remedies, I would briefly state, 
from very limited experience, as follows: I tried 
fairly grindelia robusta in three cases of hay asthma, 
and it proved utterly worthless, and in one case 
positively mischievous, 

I gave rhus aromatica in five cases of inconti- 
nence of urine in children and young persons ; results 
not flattering, but seemed to benenit in three of the 
cases, 

Berberis aquifolium I have tried in a few cases of 
scaly skin affections, with no very marked results. 

Caroba, in three cases of tertiary syphilis, locally 
to ulcers, and internally, seemed to produce excel- 
lent effects. 

Coto bark in a few cases of diarrhoea and dysen- 
tery, did not give as good satisfaction as older and 
well-known remedies. 

Damiana in the few cases tried, did not yield re- 
sults I had hoped for. 

Jamaica dogwood, in two case; of facial neuralgia, 
from bad teeth, gave remarkably good results; in one 
case fair results, and.in another completely failed. 
In this connection I have to relate that through 
mistake, I took, as near as I could judge, about 15 
or 20 drops. Although a little excited, I called in 
a friend, and concluded to await results. My pulse 
remained about normal, though I felt immediately 
a warming, stimulated and rather exalted condition 
of spirits, which soon passed away. I went to bed 





two hours later, at 10 P. M., feeling about as usual, 
and slept well, a little sounder than usual, and felt 
well next morning. I was in fair health at the time 
I took it, and made the mistake by testing the taste 
of what I thought was another article, and only 
discovered my error a minute or so after taking. 

There are two classes of cases that I very fre- 
quently meet in practice, for which I find my present 
therapeutics very lame. One is gleety discharge in 
men, the other is an irritable condition of the neck 
of the bladder in women. In the former the cause 
is not always gonorrhoea. In the latter the sub- 
jects are apt to suffer from it on the slightest x- 
posure, and yet seem well in other respects. 

I would willingly make trial of any remedy that 
could be properly recommendea. The best remedy 
that I have for this condition in women, is hydran- 
gea, but it very often fails. For gleety discharges 
in men! know of no remedy.worth mentioning 
aside from injections and six to twelve weeks’ time. 

While I ain unwilling to lend myself to any sys- 
tem or habits of haphazard, or general experimen- 
tation, I shall in the future, in cases where old 
methods have failed or seemed defective, make use 
of other and newer means and methods, which for 
any good and sufficient reasons should thereby com- 
mend themselves to my notice, and thereby warrant 
a fair trial of the same, keeping ever in mind the 
comfort and safety of my patient, for which I shall 
trust my judgment and my conscience—poor and 
maimed though they be—to decide. 

I do not despise the “landmarks,” nor yet alto- 
gether the “ Traditions of the Fathers,” but I am 
convinced that the proper progress of therapeutics 
demands, perhaps more than anything else, a care- 
ful sifting of old remedies, and a fair and impartial 
trial of new remedies without any regard to their 
source of introduction. 

All caviling about the position, character, or re- 
spectability of persons who may have first intro- 
duced—or been in any way instrumental in intio- 
ducing—a remedy, is as senseless as it is bigoted 
and should be treated as being in direct opposition 
to the spirit of progress. 

It seems to me that the time has fully arrived for 
true republicanism in practical medicine to prevail, 
and that all remedies, whether new or old, should 
bow to the inevitable—“ the survival of the fittest.” 


Monarda Fistulosa (Wild Bergamot)— 
An Antiperiodic. 
By C. M. Woopwarp, M. D., Tecumseh, Mich. 


GREEABLE to the request of NEW PREPARA- 
I TIONS, and my promise, I submit the follow- 
ing on the uses of the monarda fistulosa, or wild 
bergamot, as an antiperiodic and substitute for 
quinine. Botanically the plant belongs to the 
family of mint, order Labiatz, habitat from the 
middle to the western States, growing on rocky 
grounds. The plant has a soft, downy surface ; 
petioled, the floral ones often whitish; calyx very 
hairy in the throat; corolla rose color, purple or 
white; stamens and style protruding beyond the 
narrow, acute upper lip of the corolla; the leaf 
oblong-ovate, or lance-ovate, with rounded, or 
slightly heart-shaped base, veiny, pleasant-scented 
(Gray), and, like all the mint family has a square 
stem, and grows from two to three feet high. 

Its use for the cure of ague has been known in this 
district for the past fourteen years. My attention 
was called to it about four years ago, since which 
time I have used it in a number of cases of inter- 
mittent fever, without a failure. I make a strong 
infusion of the flowers, leaves and stems, down to 
about six inches of the root, making the tea to 
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about the strength (apparently) of moderately 
strong coffee, and giving of this from a teaspoon- 
ful to a tablespoonful four times a day, begin- 
ning at the height of the fever. I have cured 
cases of the above disease completely in three or 
four days, where quinine, iodine, arsenic and euca- 
lyptus had all failed. 

The plant should be gathered while in flower, 
which is in the summer, from July to August. Its 
sensible effects upon the system are, when given, 
as it should be, during the height of the fever, to 
lessen the temperature, producing a sensation of 
comfort, with a rapid reduction of the fever, and 
a pleasant moisture all over the body in much less 
time than the “sweating stage,” would naturally 
occur. There is seldom or ever a recurrence of 
the fever, and I never knew acase where there was 
more than a second chill or recurrence of the fever 
after the system had been fully brought under the 
influence of the medicine. Full doses have the 
effect of producing a gentle prickly sensation all 
over the body, which is more amusing than an- 
noying. When the medicine is pushed to a greater 
extent, its action upon the sweat glands is very 
similar to that of jaborandi when given for its su- 
dorific effects. I have not investigated the matter 
sufficiently to know whether its effects upon the 
system are more nearly allied to jaborandi in other 
respects ; this must remain for future development. 
The medicine is pleasant to the taste, and children 
take it readily, and with the happiest effects, where 
it is indicated. In adultsI have found that its 
effects are more pleasant in sthenic cases with a 
full bounding pulse, and in individuals of strong 
constitution, than in those who are naturally weak, 
or weakened by previous disease. No doubt the 
plant has other virtues than its antiperiodic ; but 
for this alone it is worthy the attention of the pro- 
fession. It is much cheaper than quinine or any of 
the alkaloids of the bark; is easily obtained, is 
pleasant to the taste, and is as effectual in the dis- 
ease for which it is recommended, as quinine. It 
will, in fact, cure where quinine has failed. I have 
thought that a fluid extract of the plant might be 
made of sufficient strength that the dose would 
be half to one drachm, which could be taken clear, 
or with a little water, repeated from four to five 
times per day fro re nata, until the disease was 
interrupted. 

Case 1. Mrs. F. B. had had frequent attacks 
of ague, and some of these were of the variety 
styled “dumb” ague, in which quinine, as 
well as other antiperiodic and anti-malarial medi- 
cines had been frequently prescribed by dif- 
ferent physicians. The ague, however, repeat- 
edly recurred, but in three or four days, by the 
use of the monarda, she was cured, and has only 
had one or two attacks in the last four years. 
These were promptly and thus far permanently in- 
terrupted, as there have been no symptoms of a 
return in over a year. 

A year ago I treated eight cases successfully, 
and in no case has there been a return of the dis- 
ease during the past summer and autumn. 

J. W., zt. 7 years, had an attack of well-marked 
intermittent fever, which was promptly cured by 
monarda, nothing else being used. 

July 14, 1879, Mrs. C. B., called me to see her 
two children, who, she said were sick with some 
fever, which I found to be intermittent. As I 
had none of the monarda preparation with me, and 
wishing to try it again in these children (as the 
cases were well marked), I asked the mother to 
excuse me a moment while I went out to get some 
medicine for them. I stepped out just across the 
road from her house, a gathered some of the 
monarda, which was growing plentifully along the 








road and upon the hillside. I instructed the mother 
how to prepare and give the tea. Upon which she 
remarked, with some show of injured feelings, that 
she had sent for me to give her children some 
medicine. She seemed to think I was jesting with 
her, and was quite “ put out” about my conduct. 
Upon my assurance, however, that if my directions 
were strictly and faithfully followed, her children 
would be cured, she quickly and pleasantly con- 
sented to proceed in good faith. The attack was 
promptly interrupted in each case. Neither of the 
children had any more chills, after using the 
monarda, notwithstanding they had had them for 
three or four days previous to my being called. 
Since the treatment they have remained perfectly 
well, and the mother was not only quite amused 
at her own previous incredulity, but pleased with 
the speedy and pleasant, as well as effectual, cure 
of her children. 

I could mention other cases, but think I have 
already mentioned enough to put this truly valuable 
medicine properly before the profession. 


Influenza vs. Diphtheria. 


A paper read before the Wayne County Medical Society by W. H, 
Rousg, M. D., Detroit. 


URING the fall of 1873 there occurred in this 
country one of the most remarkable epidemics, 
or more correctly, epzhippotics, if this term may be 
used, among horses which has occurred within the 
memory of living men. So extensive and severe 
was this disease that the wheels of commerce were 
well nigh stopped, and the novelty of ox teams in 
our metropolitan centers may have reminded the 
old inhabitants of their boyhood days when logging- 
bees were so common. 

The horses during this epihippotic exhibited 
symptoms of chilliness, prostration and catarrh, 
not very dissimilar to those witnessed in people 
during the winter just passed, and not a few died. 
Though the horses were at this time the chief suf- 
ferers, the disease was not confined to them, for 
other domestic animals and even men were af- 
flicted. 

Since the epizootic of 1873, especially during the 
fall, winter and spring months, and to some extent 
during the hot summer months, many cases of sore 
throat have occurred and not a few deaths from 
diphtheria have been reported throughout all the 
northern portions of Europe and America. Now, 
while it may not be easy to prove that this epihip- 
potic which afflicted the horses, and, like epidemics 
generally, moved from the east towards the west, 
has been transmitted to man, yet the sequence and 
similarity are quite suggestive. 

The symptoms of this disease which has af- 
flicted the people for several years, though varyin 
greatly in severity, may be briefly summarized. 
There are malaise, coldness seldom amounting to a 
rigor,slight fever in some cases, myalgia, cephalalgia, 
the pain at times extending down the neck and back, 
fullness of the head with dizziness, occasionally in- 
tolerance of light, soreness of the throat, the ton- 
sils and vicinity being inflamed and slightly swol- 
len, and with white or nearly white exudation on 
the tonsils which at times extends in patches into 
the nostrils and mouth, and more or less swelling 
of the cervical glands. Any of these symptoms 
may be absent, but most cases are attended with 
coldness, prostration, soreness of the throat and 
fullness of the head. Some cases have an erythe- 
matous eruption strikingly resembling that of scarla- 
tina. A man after suffering from marked prostra- 
tion, coldness, headache, and sore throat—the 
tonsils had each a large patch of what appeared to 








a 


— es oe 


On" WF oO 24 ow 


fe 








“re 


ria, 
> 
ick, 


on- 
ol- 


nto 
ing 
ms 
rith 
and 
he- 
rla- 
Ta- 


1 to 





December, 1879] 





NEW PREPARATIONS. 303 








be inspissated mucus—for three days was cov- 
ered with a rash similar to that of scarlatina. 
This rash which was quite decided, continued four 
days, subsided with the other symptoms, and was 
followed by desquamation as might have been ex- 
pected from so severe a dermatitis. In this case 
the fever was not high, and a child who had not 
suffered from scarlatina remained well, which with 
the other symptoms preclude the probabilities of 
scarlet fever. The bowels were regular, the urine 
scant and albuminous, but the man made a good 
recovery. 

A similar case in a child, aged two years has 
also been observed. This family consists of seven, 
all of whom suffered from the prevailing sore 
throat. This child and his brother have not had 
scarlatina. This one alone had the rash which 
was followed by desquamation, renal difficulty sim- 
ilar to that so often observed after scarlatina, and 
avery slow recovery. The renal difficulty was 
probably due to the dermatitis. The rash was 
the only symptom of scarlet fever during the acute 
stage of the disease. 

The breath of some patients is quite offensive, 
but this is usually in cases that have been neg- 
lected. A young married woman having suffered 
slightly from malaise and sore throat for about two 
weeks, became very much prostrated, and the 
local and constitutional symptoms assumed a much 
severer type. White patches resembling in ap- 
pearance apthze were observed on the lips, mouth, 
tongue, tonsils and fauces, the nasal passage was 
much inflamed, the cervical glands considerably 
enlarged and tender, and the breath remarkably 
offensive. The patient, though suffering severely 
remaining up to care for her babe which also had 
sore throat, experienced considerable difficulty in 
keeping warm, though in a very hot room. On 
the fifth day of treatment the patches of exudate 
had disappeared, and the patient was convalescent. 
This case was remarkable on account of the 
amount of surface covered by the exudate, and the 
offensiveness of the breath. 

In some cases croupy symptoms are very prom- 
inent. Something over a year agoa child between 
two and three years of age had, besides the usual 
symptoms of this disease, great difficulty in breath- 
ing and a severe croupy cough. Suffocation ap- 
peared imminent. The day before I saw this pa- 
tient a physician had examined and found exudate 
or false membrane on the tonsils, ordered expec- 
torants and other treatment, but the child grew 
rapidly worse. I could find no false membrane, 
had the expectorants discontinued, the other rem- 
edies administered more freely and the next day 
the child was decidedly better. 

Numerous other cases might be cited to show its 
peculiarities, but these must suffice as you are all 
familiar with the disease. 

With suitable treatment this disease terminates 
favorably in one to seven days—without treatment 
It may continue an indefinite time. Cases have 
been known to last three and four months with 
varying degrees of severity. 

Physicians are often asked in regard to the con- 
tagiousness of this disease. After carefully observ- 
ing many cases, there seems to be no reason to be- 
lieve it is contagious. At times every member of 
a family is afflicted either simultaneously or other- 
wise, but this is probably due to other causes than 
contagion, as parties who visit the sick do not 
seem any more liable to be affected than others. 
When so many are troubled—most of whom have 
had no known exposure—it is not easy to prove 
contagion. 

Now, as much as is said of diphtheria, and not a 
few physicians apply this name to this disease 





while others do not, which is correct ? If this dis- 
ease is diphtheria then the ordinary descriptions of 
the disease require some modification, for while 
there are certain symptoms common there are too 
many dissimilar to have them harmonize. Some 
of the differences may be contrasted thus : 


DIPHTHERIA, INFLUENZA, 


1. Is contagious, 1. It is not contagious. 

2. Exudate is tough, and often 2. Exudate is soft and usually 
tinged as with blood. white and easily removed. 

3. Exudate appears on denud- 3. Exudate spreads to contig- 
ed surfaces, uous parts, but does not appear 
on denuded surfaces, 

4. Breath occasionally offen- 
sive. 

5. Sequela very uncommon. 


4. Breath always offensive. 


5. Sequela very common. 


The treatment usually adopted has been a mild 
mercurial followed in a few hours by a saline ca- 
thartic. This is followed by quinine in antiperiodic 
doses such as usually given in intermittent fevers. 
This should be followed by tonic doses of quinine, 
tincture of iron, eucalyptus, gentiana quinquefolia, 
boldo leaves or some similar preparation. In most 
cases the kidneys require stimulation, and one of 
the alkaline diuretics as potash or sodium bicarbon- 
ate is usually selected, for other cases spirits nitre 
dulce, urtica dioica, shepherd’s purse or some 
similar diuretic, being much easier on the stom- 
ach, will be found preferable. 

The local treatment consists of the following : 

KR. Potas. chlorat., 
Tinc. ferri mur., 44 3 ij. 
Glycerine, 3 v. 
Aq. font., q. s. 3 jv. 


M. Ft. Sol. Useas a gargle four to six times 
aday. A little of this should be taken between 
the times of gargling, that the application may be 
made oftener without too much exercise of the in- 
flamed tissues. In some cases an aqueous solution 
of the sulphite or hyposulphite of soda, or of sul- 
phurous acid, appears to be much more successful. 
This is particularly the case when the exudate ex- 
tends into the nostrils or other parts not easily 
reached by a gargle. I sometimes order the solu- 
tion of hyposulphite of soda, and direct a little 
acid as lemon juice or vinegar to be taken after it, 
for the purpose of liberating the sulphurous acid 
which is an excellent application. 

It is usually advisable to apply counter-irritants 
to the neck. In children, liniment of ammonia is 
one of the best. When there is difficulty in breath- 
ing or much soreness of the muscles, heat and 
moisture give much relief. 

Each of these cases should be treated upon its 
own merits. No fixed formula can be recom- 
mended, but it is believed that the treatment out- 
lined above, modified as circumstances may require 
will be found to relieve the patient within one to 
four days. 


Cascara Sagrada (Rhamnus Purshiana). 
By Geo. W. Cook, M. D., Syracuse, N. Y. 


HIS comparatively recent addition to the med- 
ical armamentarium, has attracted much and 
deserved attention as a peculiarly valuable “new 
remedy.’’ Being well aware of the proneness of 
American physicians to “ephemeralism in medi- 
cine,” I nevertheless am constrained to add my 
observation and experience regarding the remedy 
in that troublesome and widely prevalent disease 
commonly known as habitual constipation. I may 
premise that the positive, and perhaps, to some, 
extravagant, statements I may make, receive their 
emphasis from the experience I have had with this 
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medicine in my own person—an experience which 
has paved the way for the use of cascara sagrada 
in a number of cases in practice. 

A brief history of my malady may not be wholly 
uninteresting, as going to show the prominent feat- 
ures of atypical case of habitual and confirmed 
constipation with its attendant and induced com- 
plications. 

I am fifty years of age, and for more than a 
quarter of a century have been in the active prac- 
tice of my profession. While a schoolboy, and 
hardiy well on my second decade, I found that I 
was more or less troubled with constipation, and 
that this difficulty increased with the lapse of time 
until the efforts to evacuate the bowels were at- 
tended with pain, the stools being streaked with 
blood. Then followed pain and hemorrhage, in- 
tensified while at stool, and soon, pain for several 
minutes, and eventually for hours, afterwards. 
Following this condition came positive impaction 
of faeces in the rectum and then hemorrhoids, which 
became so engorged, so inflamed and so painful as 
to be almost unendurable. I need not add that 
with all these were obstructed portal circulation. 
retained and regurgitating bile, gastric and intes- 
tinal irritability, flatulence—in short, confirmed dys- 
pepsia, with more or less abdominal pain, cerebral 
congestion and a sallow, muddy chloasmic skin. 

Thus the malady continued and pursued stead- 
ily, progressed until the colon became so torpid as 
to be unable to propel its contents into the rectum, 
and for years the latter was but a depository in- 
stead of a passage way. 

The residua of the ingesta were habitually lodged 
above the sigmoid flexure of the colon. The mus- 
cular coat and the sympathetic nerves of the colon 
had well migh suspended their functions and re- 
fused their interposition unless goaded to action by 
laxatives, cathartics in increased quantities and 
frequency, or deluging enemata. 

Of course the retained faces engendered flatu- 
lence, and the flatulence caused enormous disten- 
tion of the colon, attended with all degrees and in- 
tensity of colic—of confirmed co/algza—hope this 
word is not a neologism, if it is, it is so because no 
legitimate term can sufficiently express my misery. 

But during many of these long years I was con- 
tinually confronted with the taunt so encrusted 
with age, “ Physician! heal thyself!” but obedient 
to the injunction I have ever striven so to do, and 
am still my own champion, veteran patient, and 
am, thank God, at last a hopeful convalescent. 

I have resorted to diet, to systematic exercise, to 
laxatives, to cathartics, to cerebro-spinal stimulants, 
such as nux vomica, which latter I have taken al- 
most to tetanism, to belladonna, until nearly blind, 
to podophyllum, until my throat was as dry as Cul- 
len’s “ Nosology,” to rhubarb until my stomach 
seemed to be given over toacrobatics. Finally, and 
for more than twenty years last past, as a matutinal 
resort I have employed large enemata of cold 
water, which served to temporarily excite the action 
of the muscular and nervous forces of the large in- 
testine and which, therefore, became my only 
means of relief. 

Without the enema, notwithstanding a full ca- 
thartic had been taken to contribute to the twinges 
of my “true inwardness,” it was as impossible 
for me as it would be for Greenough’s statue of 
Washington, to have an evacuation of the bowels. 

Of course, it is not pleasant, perhaps not in good 
taste for one to parade his own infirmities before 
the world, but “other hearts must ache,” and 
“there is a balm in Gilead” for them too, and, 
thanks to Dr. Bundy, I have found it in a physical 
and important sense, and under the name cascara 
Sagrada. 








In June, 1878, while in attendance at the session 
of the American Medical Association, in Buffalo, 
I was presented with a sample bottle of the fluid 
extract of cascara sagrada, with a circular embody- 
ing the observations and comments of different 
practitioners regarding its therapeutical effects, 

I examined its sensible properties, and regarding 
it only as a modification of the rhamnus catharti- 
cus—a dose of which latter, if it in the least tran- 
scends the limits of a laxative, will seem to turn 
one inside out—I laid it aside. But at a session 
of our Central New York Medical Association in 
this city in May last, I obtained another sample of 
the medicine from the same source and resolved to 
to give it a fair trial. I at once prepared a mixture 
after the following formula: 





R. Fi. ext. cascara sagrada, 
Simple syrup, of each, §j. 
Ext. malt, 3 ij. 


M. Sig. A teaspoonful before meals. Imme- 
diately I began the use of this prescription, and 
without any other aid, I had regular and comfort- 
able morning evacuations of the bowels. 

The morning lavements were discontinued, and 
have been ever since. The action of the medicine 
continues to be prompt, certain, painless, and the 
above dose, even but once a day, to this time, per- 
fectly effectual. 

I regard cascara sagrada as a peculiar tonic of 
the whole digestive apparatus, affecting in due pro- 
portion the muscular and nervous forces of the 
prime viz, correcting the hepatic and gastric se- 
cretions, as well as restoring normal and necessary 
mucus to the colon and rectum, thus lubricating 
and promoting the movements of the feces. Its 
action, in proper doses, is essentially laxative, pro- 
ducing mushy or moulded stools tinged with the 
normal bilious hue. 

And now, after a careful trial of this, to me, in- 
valuable agent. I am in better flesh, health and 
strength than at any time before for the last thirty 
years. I am rejuvenated, I am physically happy! 

It will be readily inferred, in view of this ex- 
perience in my own person, that I should resort to 
cascara sagrada in my practice, and although not 
meeting such prolonged and pronounced cases as 
my own, still I have not as yet been disappointed ; 
and if this paper, hastily prepared at times 
snatched from the pressure of other duties, shall 
be the means of inducing other physicians to give 
the remedy a fair trial, it will prove a blessing to 
many fellow sufferers. 

Although Prof. Dunster states he cannot say 
the remedy has worked cures in his hands, he will 
doubtless admit that a certain relief, an undisputed 
palliative, in such grave functional derangements, 
is nearly tantamount to a cure. 


Manaca. 
By A. Eppmon, M. D., Tontogany, Ohio. 


R. C. W. Hansen, of Jamaica, in last month’s 

NEW PREPARATIONS, called the attention 

of the medical profession to the above-named 

remedy, which I have no doubt is very little, if any, 
known in this country. 

My first knowledge in regard to manaca extends 
as far back as 1861, when I began to study my 
profession in Prussia. My text-book on materia 
medica at that time was Dr. F. L. Strumpf’s; pub- 
lished at Berlin in 1855, two volumes, a very valu- 
able work, and dedicated to Dr. Carl Gustave Mits- 
cherlich, late Professor of Materia Medica in the 
King-Fried. Wm. University at Berlin. 
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At that time manaca was known in the above | diaphoretic, diuretic, alterative, and a powerful 


work as a powerful drastic, and named by Pohl, | 
Franciscea uniflora (scrophularineze — salpiglos- | 
sidee), and named by Sprengel, schwenkfelda | 
lineria. | 

The first opportunity of seeing and trying the| 
manica by myself was in 1867, when I was a resi- | 
dent of South America, at Vaunuoo, in the Amazon | 
country. 

I found the manaca to be a shrub, with alternate, 
oblong acuminate leaves, flowers solitary and ter- | 
minal, of a penetrating odor _Its name is not alone 
manaca, but it is also known by the names of gero- | 
taca. camgamba, manaca des piso; and in Para it | 
is mostly called mercurio vegetal. 

The whole plant is used for medical purposes, 
“not the root alone,” as stated by Dr. Hansen. 
The plant has a bitter, nauseating, sharp taste, as 
has also the root, and is one of the most impor- 
tant purgantia drastica which Brazil has furnished 
up to this date. 

I have used manaca in my practice for one year, 
and would say I found it to be an emeto-cathartic 





| antisyphilitic. It is prescribed as a specific in 
snake bites on account of its specific action on 
poisonous matter in the blood. It is also used as 
an eliminant of other morbid matter by the skin 
and kidneys. 

The dose of the powdered root is five to ten 
grains three or four times a day. 

I have used a decoction of root and twigs with 
the same results from each, and gave 3ss three 
times a day, in rheumatism and various skin dis- 
eases, with satisfactory results. 

After taking two to three doses of the above 
remedy the patient will complain of pains about 
| the head, profuse perspiration, and a severe itching 
of the skin. 

The green plant (bruised) is used in Para for ex- 
ternal application to sores of various descriptions, 
especially those of an indolent character. 

The name of mercurio vegetal is given to manaca 
on account of its employment in affections of the 
liver, and in « ther diseases in which mercury is in- 
dicated. 








Correspondence. 





Unicorn Root. 


Will C. E. Livingston, M. D., page 284, please to 
tell the readers of NEW PREPARATIONS, what he 
means by unicorn root, alitres farinosa, or helonias 
dioica, and oblige one who likes to know what he 
is reading about ? S. j. S. 

Dec. 1, 1879. 


Necrosis. 

A question in the NEW PREPARATIONS of 
yours, ‘‘ What is the best treatment for necrosis ?” 
I will say an incision and remove the sequestrum as 
soon as it is detached, and when it can only act 
as an irritating foreign body. 


Yours respectfully, 
C. WIENSMA, M. D. 
CENTRE CITY, Minn., Oct. 28, 1879. 


New Preparations as an Advertising Medium. 


Please continue, till further notice, the adver- 
tisement of Rush College in same place in NEW 
PREPARATIONS. I will send new cut of college 
some day, which will enhance the already hand- 
somest advertisement of Rush ever brought out by 
a medical journal. We heard from this adver- 
tisement clear down in South Carolina a few days 
ago. Hada call for announcements lately from 
some New Hampshiretown. The Chicago Medi- 
cal Fournal and Examiner is the only other 
journal containing a standing page advertisement 
for us. I send you our post-graduate announce- 
ment to-day, a zew venture in the announcement 
line, I believe, for this country. 

Yours very truly, 
J. H. ETHERIDGE, Secretary. 


CHICAGO, Nov. 3, 1879. 





A few months since I caused to be inserted in | | 
your journal a business notice. In due time I re- 
ceived a large number (some 60) responses to the | 
same from various states north, south, east and | 
west, from California to Maine, and from Wiscon- 
Sin to Louisiana, and from men (judging from thelr |" 


letters) of education, intelligence and refinement— 
graduates of the different schools of medicine, but 
chiefly allopathic—thus showing that your valuable 
journal is having a wide and extended circulation 
among intelligent physicians of all classes all over 
our country, who appreciate your liberality and 
enterprise. I must say that I know of no better 
advertising medium for the medical profession than 
NEW PREPARATIONS,saad I heartily approve the 
principles and cause of your journal, being liberal, 
generous, though just, and predict for it a bright 
and prosperous future. So moteitbe. Permit me 
to add that, for several months past I have been 
using in my practice some of Parke, Davis & Co.'s 
new preparations. — experience with some of 
them has not been sufficiently extensive to enable 
me to speak in positive terms relative to their value, 
and I am never willing to condemn or approve 
without good and sufficient grounds. The berberis 
aquifolium I have tested pretty thoroughly, and am 
prepared to say that I think as an alterative it ad- 
mits of a more universal application or administra- 
tion than any remedial with which I am acquainted. 
I am confident from personal experience and ob- 
servation that it is a prompt and efficient alterative, 
and at the same time possessed of marked and de- 
cided tonic properties, the one not interfering with 
the other. To all intelligent physicians this pecul- 
iar combination will be readily understood and ap- 
preciated. The cascara sagrada I] have proven to 
my entire satisfaction (in my own case and many 
others) to be the best remedy for habitual consti- 
pation that I have ever found; it simply acts like a 
charm. I have experienced no failure with it, and 
have prescribed it in quite a number of cases of all 
ages, sexes and conditions. I shall certainly en- 
deavor to keep the two preparations named as 
long as I continue to prescribe for the afflicted ; 
unless something better comes to my knowledge, 
and the other preparations alluded to I shall test 
as occasion offers, and report honestly my experi- 
ence and convictions. Messrs. Parke, Davis & Co. 
are entitled to great praise for the energy and enter- 
prise they display in the preparation of valuable 
‘additions to our materia medica. With many 
'thanks, Mr. Editor, for your kind courtesies, I am 
| respectfully and obediently, 
M. W. C. FRAZIER, M. D. 
TILDEN, Texas, Nov. 6, 1879. 
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When indicated I have repeatedly employed 
chlor-anodyne with the most gratifying and brill- 
iant results. True, it is a remedy of power and 
speedy action, requiring great caution in its exhibi- 
tion, but combining anti-spasmodic with the sopo- 
rific properties, it subserves the double purpose in- 
tended better-than any other compound within my 
knowledge. Used in the doses and medium di- 
rected it is pleasant to take and prompt in its action 
and without unfavorable results, 

I have used cascara sagrada considerably during 
the past eighteen months, in various forms, and by 
several different manufacturing chemists. I am 
free to say as a cathartic or as a laxative to relieve 
constipation, etc., the cascara cordial is the best 
preparation of this very valuable remedy I have yet 
had the privilege of using to fulfill the important 
indications intended in preparing it for the profes- 
sion. S. H. POTTER, M. D. 


HAMILTON, Ohio, Nov. 4, 1879. 


In the November issue of NEW PREPARATIONS, 
just received, I see advertised the fluid extract of 
thuja occidentalis, but among the different uses 
as enumerated I miss its quality as an anodyne. A 
good tincture of it, externally applied to painful 
sores of any kind, and a few drops, say from 5 to 
10, has, with most people, the effect of a good 
pain-killer. If you think this remark valuable to 
the medical fraternity you are welcome to the use 
of it. JOHN THOMPSON, Apothecary. 

CUSTER, Ohio, Nov. 25, 1879. 


Diet for the Corpulent. 

We find the following from Dr. Cutter in Nov. 
number of NEW PREPARATIONS: “ Your clipping, 
under the caption of ‘ Diet for the Corpulent,’ and 
accredited to Dr. M. M. Griffith, in the Medzcal 
Brief, is plagiarized from the Vérgznza Medical 
Monthly, Dr. James’s paper on Consumption. 
Don’t you think it better to give credit where it be- 
longs? Ephraim Cutter, M. D.” Yes, of course, 
we do, and if Dr. Cutter will observe, Dr. James’s 
paper was read before the Medical Society of Vir- 
ginia,* is published in the proceedings of the 
society, are attached to this, not a part of the Vzr- 
ginta Medical Monthly, and to the proceedings of 
the Medical Society of Virginia the credit is due. 

W. GIBBON CARTER, M. D. 


RICHMOND, Va., Nov. 29, 1879. 


A Manifest Imposition. 


I bought a full set of Ahl’s adaptable porous 
splints a year ago, of Messrs. Sharp & Smith, of 
Chicago, Ill. I broke one, and required another 
to complete my set. I ordered it from the above- 
named firm. They informed me that Dr. Ahl 
would not allow his agents to sell parts of a set; 
that the only way I could secure that one splint was 
to buy another new set ($30, box and splints). They 
also added, what I verily believe to be true, that 





* Vide the Virginia Medical Monthly, January number, 1879, 
and to which are attached Transactions of the Medical Society of 
Virginia, 1878. 








the manner in which the business is conducted, is 
a humbug. I write this to warn my professional 
brethren of what they must expect in buying Ahl’s 
splints. I cannot, after writing two instrument 
makers, and even Dr. Ahl, or his agent at New- 
ville, Pennsylvania, secure one anterior tibia splint, 
and posterior fibula splint. 
P. H. FINLEY, M.D; 


STREATER, IIl., Dec. 1, 1879. 


Grindelia Squarrosa — Eucalyptus Globulus— 
Cascara Sagrada. 

I must ask space in your columns to call the at- 
tention of the profession to the merits of certain 
new remedies. 

After a thorough trial of grindelia squarrosa (fl, 
ext.) and eucalyptus globulus (fl. ext.), 1 am satisfied 
they are anti-periodics of great value. In cases of 
chronic malarial infection, they act more satisfac- 
torily than quinine. Given in doses of 30 drops 
daily, I have found them effective in protracted 
cases of intermittents after quinine had proved 
unavailing; nor are their benefits confined to pro- 
tracted malarial diseases. Given as above they 
promptly arrest the paroxysms of an ordinary in- 
termittent. 

A case or two to illustrate : 

1. J. H., a Frenchman, aged 60, inmate of alms- 
house, had cold sensations every afternoon, followed 
b, high fever and headache, fora week. Gave him 
fl. ext. grindelia squarrosa in 30-drop doses for two 
days. Cured. 

2. H. B., wood sawyer, aged 25, had fourth day 
chills, at longer or shorter intervals, for twelve 
months. Had taken quinine, cinchonidia, cinchonia, 
chinoidine, Peruvian bark, prussiate of iron, and 
most of the other irons, and various patent chill 
cures, with but a temporary cure. Three months 
ago he took an ounce fl. ext. grindelia squarrosa. 
He had no chill after beginning the administration 
of this medicine, and continues free of them. 

3. W.G., schoolboy, aged 11, became infected 
with malaria, in Sept., 1878. Notwithstanding 
he had the same treatment as the preceding case, 
almost continually, with the advantage of good 
food and clothing—important factors in the treat- 
ment of any disease—he was unable to attend 
school more than half his time owing to periodical 
outbreaks of malaria. He presented the typical 
appearance of that intense malarial poisoning 
which we occasionally see in this latitude. He 
soon recovered completely under the administra- 
tion of grindelia squarrosa. 

4. Mrs. L. H., keeper of fancy store, had a chill 
on the 8th inst. She took the grindelia squarrosa 
for two days without a return of chill. 

I could mention cases, but these will suffice to 
show the antiperiodic powers of this remedy. 

My success with fl. ext. eucalyptus globulus has 
been quite satisfactory, but less marked than with 
the former medicine. The dose is the same. 

Cascara sagrada is the remedy par excellence for 
constipation. It is also an excellent substitute for 
castor oil for women just after confinement. 

E. P. EASLEY, M. D. 

NEw ALBANY, Ind., Nov. 20, 1879. 
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Index for Volume III. 
The index for Volume III of NEw PREPARA- 
TIONS will be mailed to subscribers with the 
January number of THE THERAPEUTIC GAZETTE. 





Editorial. 





The Dying Year. 


ITH this number, the last under the 

present name, we close the year 1879. 

What has been written we believe has 

been read. It has been our object to 

place before our readers the best information we 

could obtain, and we trust what has been presented 

has been of some value tothem. The fact holds 

good in medicine, as in other branches of science, 

that before any new theory is pronounced good, 

it must be proved — must have undergone the 

crucial test of experience. If our efforts have 

succeeded in giving validity to any theory, or in 

introducing any remedy through which life, always 

uncertain, may be lengthened, or suffering as- 
suaged, we are satisfied. 

We have given as full reports of proceedings of 
medical societies as our pages would allow. 

We have noticed all pamphlets received, and in 
such a way asto inform our readers of their con- 
tents and where they could obtain them. 

In our book notices it has been our endeavor to 
give our readers an insight into the contents of 
the book noticed, the object of the author, and the 
conclusions arrived at, in other words, to give the 
reader such a general idea of the book as would 
serve as a guide to its purchase. We have no- 
ticed all books received, as there have been none 
which did not contain some good. 

We have taken the ground that the standard 
medical education in our colleges is not what it 
ought to be ; that, being one of the liberal profes- 
sions, the members of the medical profession 
should be educated gentlemen, and that ignorance 
should be met at the threshhold and barred admit- 
tance, and that, too, without reference to the ques- 
tion whether the applicant for medical honors in- 
tends to practice regular, homeeopathic, or eclectic 
medicine. We have held further that, having 
passed a sufficiently trying ordeal as a condition 





of his entering on the study of medicine, the stu- 
dent should have sufficient time for such study 
before applying for the honorable degree of the 
doctorate. 

Our purpose is to continue as we have begun. 
We ask our contributors to aid us, and to be col- 
laborators with us, giving us facts based upon ob- 
servation, and with as much conciseness as is con- 
sistent with justice to the subject. 

We wish our readers +a profitable New Year. 
We proffer our exchanges our best wishes for their 
success and thanks for courtesies received, remind- 
ing them that in union there is strength. To the 
medical journals the profession look for the key 
note of reform, and it should be our duty as editors 
to give them no uncertain sound. The arts and 
sciences are marching onward, and medicine must 
be no laggard in the race. American medicine 
needs no apologists. Its fame covers the whole 
world, and, while gladly receiving information 
from outsiders, we have much to give in exchange. 


The Therapeutic Gazette. 


LITTLE over three years ago it was deemed 
A expedient in order to familiarize the profession 
of the United States with the medicinal virtues of 
certain of the plants of their own country to 
issue in pamphlet form, a mass of correspond- 
ence in which the merits of these plants were 
set forth. As explanatory of the aim of this 
pamphlet the name NEW PREPARATIONS was 
given it. So well was the first venture received 
that the publisher felt encouraged to shortly 
afterwards issue another, and then again another, 
until NEW PREPARATIONS developed finally into 
a regular quarterly publication. Towards the lat- 
ter part of the second year of its existence as 
a quarterly, the demand became so imperative 
for its more frequent appearance as to induce 
the publisher to change it, with the commence- 
ment of its third volume, into a monthly. Its suc- 
cess following this change, and during the year 
which the present number closes, has probably 
been unparalleled in the history of American jour- 
nalism. The dona fide list of NEW PREPARATIONS 
at this date numbers upwards of 5,000 names, 
while its readers comprise leading members of the 
profession in every state of the Union. We will 
be pardoned, we are sure, for indulging in a little 
pride when we contemplate the flattering results 
which have followed our labors since, twelve 
months ago, we assumed the editorial chair. 
During the year, NEW PREPARATIONS has occu- 
pied a place in medical literature peculiarly its own, 
and has performed a work, the importance of 
which will hardly be gainsaid, which would, doubt- 
less, but for its existence have been entirely neg- 
lected or but indifferently attended to. The list of 
contributors to Vol. III comprises not only leading 
members of the profession, but also eminent teach- 
ers and men of even more than national reputation, 
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A glance through this volume will be sufficient to 
show what has been accomplished. A great num- 
ber of plants, for which medicinal virtues have been 
claimed, have for several years been under trial, 
but until these virtues have been established, be- 
yond a peradventure, NEW PREPARATIONS has 
not brought them to notice. In the thorough sift- 
ing to which all new drugs have been submitted 
the great majority have fallen through, and those 
only have been retained of whose merits no reason- 
able doubt could be entertained. During the year 
the following having been introduced have justi- 
fied the confidence with which they were placed on 
the market: Sabbatia stellaris, rhus aromatica, 
betonica officinalis, chelidonium majus, piscidia 
erythrina (Jamaica dogwood), sarracenia flava, man- 
aca and folia carobz. Our readers have learned 
to understand that we do not place so-called rem- 
edies before them in any haphazard manner, but 
that the fact of our having called attention to them 
is pretty reliable przma facte evidence that they 
are possessed of merit. This is all the reliance we 
have ever asked, and all we shall ask, to be placed 
on these remedies, on their first introduction. 
NEW PREPARATIONS has yet to hear of the fail- 
ure of any article which it has introduced. Inter- 
ested parties, and from sordid motives, undertook 
early in the year to question the reliability of one 
of these remedies (cascara sagrada) but the dis- 
comfiture which they met at the hands of the pro- 
fession is too fresh in the minds of our readers to 
require further reference to it. 

We have referred to the origin of NEW PREPAR- 
ATIONS and to the reason why it was so named. 
Since it was established, and more particularly 
during the past year, the field which it undertook 
to cultivate has enlarged and ramified its bound- 
aries to such an extent as to render the name which 
was at first so appropriate no longer fitting. A 
number of the remedies which it introduced are no 
longer “new,” but have secured fixed places in 
the primary list of the materia medica. A leading 
aim of the journal will be not to discard these rem- 
edies, but to still further develop their merits with 
those of all other drugs, and to discover their 
adaptiveness to conditions in which they are not as 
yet employed. This aim leads directly into the do- 
main of general therapeutics, in which domain the 
name NEW PREPARATIONS becomes too con- 
tracted. We have, therefore, selected another, and 
one which, while it does not prevent the primary 
object which NEW PREPARATIONS has had in 
view, will permit discursion into the broader field 
which that journal has been instrumental in open- 
ing up: 

THE THERAPEUTIC GAZETTE. 

THE THERAPEUTIC GAZETTE will neglect none 
of the features which have contributed to the 
marked success of its predecessor, but will, on the 
contrary, amplify these features, and in addition 
will pay more attention to general therapeutics. It 
will be devoted exclusively to therapeutics, and will 








thus be the only journal in this country which 
makes a specialty of this most important branch of 
medicine. We ask for a continuance of the 
support which has been liberally extended NEw 
PREPARATIONS. With this support and with the 
additional aid which has been secured for the 
GAZETTE we hope to make of it such a journal as 
will be a necessity to all who are interested in the 
advance of therapeutics. 


A Few Words of Pharmacal Advice. 


HERE are certain details of pharmacy and cer- 
T tain pharmaceutical principles with which phy- 
sicians are, as a rule, not as familiar as they would 
find it to their interests to be. Presuming on the 
lack of attention which physicians generally give 
to matters which more properly belong to the spe- 
cial province of pharmacy, and taking advantage 
of the universal love of the beautiful, certain man- 
ufacturers have recently been attempting a species 
of imposition and deception which it becomes in- 
cumbent on us, in the interest of legitimate phar- 
macy, to expose. No one advocates more warmly 
than we all advances in the art of pharmacy which 
result in giving to the profession elegant and ayree- 
able preparations. But we at the same time recog- 
nize the fact that elegance and agreeableness 
should never be sought at the expense of the me- 
dicinal virtues of the drug. 

A large class of drugs, as for instance, buchu, 
eucalyptus, cannabis indica, aconite, yerba santa, 
cubebs, lupulin, savin, valerian, ginger, etc., it is 
well known, depend for their medicinal properties 
on the volatile oils, resins, oleo-resins or alkaloids 
which they contain. These principles are for the 
most part soluble in alcohol, and are almost insolu- 
ble in water. In order, therefore, to make a liquid 
preparation of any of these which shall contain 
the greatest proportion of the medicinal virtues of 
the drug, alcohol must be employed as the men- 
struum, and, other things being equal, the strength 
of the preparation will depend on the strength of 
the menstruum. The more dilute the alcohol, the 
less of the active principle of the drug will be held 
in solution. It follows, then, that when water is 
added toa fluid extract in the preparation of which 
strong alcohol has been employed, just so much of 
the resin, oil or alkaloid as the alcohol thus diluted 
is unable to hold in solution, will be precipitated. 
It follows also that the fluid extract, in whose 
preparation a more dilute alcohol has been used, 
will be the less affected by the addition of water. 
The converse of these propositions is none the less 
true; the fluid extract which on the addition of 
water throws down the largest precipitate is richer 
in the active properties of the drug than that which 
throws down the least. 

With the above general statement, which the 
merest tyro in pharmacy will appreciate, the impo- 
sition and deception to which we have referred, at 
once becomes apparent. Certain parties are placing 
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on the market fluid extracts, the elegant appear- 
ance and beautiful transparency of which must be 
conceded, but it is almost incredible that they 
should make use of the very tests which we have 
enumerated to establish the medicinal superiority 
of these preparations. It is actually their practice 
in introducing these preparations to physicians to 
add water to a sample of them, and to point to the 
lightness, amounting almost to absence, of the pre- 
cipitate, as an evidence of their superiority. 

A good fluid extract of a drug whose menstru- 
um is alcohol, never makes an elegant mixture 
when water is added. When it is found necessary, 
therefore, to dilute the extract in prescriptions, 
mucilage, syrup or glycerine should be added. 
The better way, however, when dilution is deemed 
necessary, is to prescribe the dose of the fluid ex- 


tract in full strength and then instruct the patient | 


to make an extemporaneous mixture by adding the 
dose to the quantity of water, milk, or other dilu- 
tent ordered, at the time of taking. In this man- 
ner the precipitate may be swallowed while it is still 
finely suspended and before its particles have had 
time to separate and cohere. 

The elegant fluid extracts (?) to which we have 
referred, are offered at prices at which it would be 
impossible to sell the legitimate preparation. We 
are satisfied, however, that it will only be necessary 
for those who are sought to be imposed upon to 
have their attention directed to the above facts in 
order to make the “elegant” business an enterprise 
of brief duration. 

Medical Department University of 

Michigan. 


XCEPTION has been taken to the omission in 
our last number, of this institution from the 

list of Medical Colleges which had adopted the 
“advanced standard of Medical Education.” We 
made the omission purposely, although we knew 
that the course of study had been extended to nine 
months and, commencing with the session of 1880, 
three full sessions of nine months each would be 
required for the degree of the doctorate. In June 
last the Examiners appointed by the Board of Re- 
gents to act with the Faculty in the final examina- 
tion of students, found many whose literary quali- 
fications were a positive disgrace to the profession 
of Medicine, and as a remedy for the future asked 


the Board of Regents to adopt a standard of pre- 
liminary examination, an outline of which was at the 
same time recommended. This, we learned, was so 
earnestly opposed by certain members of the Medi- 
cal Faculty as to prevent its adoption, and what 
was our chagrin, on reading the Announcement 
for 1879-80, to find the following (italics ours): 
“ Any person of proper age and character, and 
having the requisite elementary English Educa- 
tzon, being eligible to enter.” 

For nearly thirty years we have been deeply inter- 
ested in this department of our University, and 
with others have labored for its success. In spite 
of our sympathy with the institution, is it a matter 
of surprise that it should have been left out of the 
list of Medical Colleges whose march is onward ? 
The time is past when a medical college which re- 
quires only “ an elementary English education” from 
|its matriculants can hope to be classed among the 
leading institutions in the cause of medical educa- 
tion. ‘Fine.clothes” no longer make the man, 
nor do large classes give a medical school respect- 
able reputation. The profession demand quality 
and not quantity. There is no medical school in 
this country that has less cause to be laggard in 
the march of progress than the Ann Arbor school. 
With bountiful appropriations from the legislature, 
she does not depend upon fees for support, and her 
Faculty are not liable for any deficit. In an intel- 
lectual point of view, we call Michigan the Massa- 
chusetts of the West. Making this boast, it be- 
hooves its citizens, if they be consistent, to insist 
that the Medical Department of the State Univer- 
sity should be at least on a par with that of Har- 
vard, if not in advance of her. 


Obituary. 

BUMSTEAD.—At his residence, in the city of 
New York, died Freeman J. Bumstead, M, D., 
LL. D., aged 53 years. Thus another of the tal- 
ented members of the medical profession has been 
called to his long home while in the zenith of his 
maturity. Dr. Bumstead was known bothat home 
and abroad by his work on venereal diseases, the 
last edition having been revised during his late ill- 
ness. His work has been received as authority on 
this subject, and we, in common with others, can 
lament his early demise. He has left his legacy to 
the whole world. 











Book Reviews. 





Health Primers—The Skin and its Troubles. 
New York: D. Appleton & Co., 549 Broadway. 
1879. For sale by E. B. Smith & Co., Detroit. 

This is number seven of Appleton’s series, and 
discusses the subject under the heads of, 1. Struc- 
ture of the skin. 2. The functions of the skin. 
3. Practical applications to the conditions of daily 
life. 4. Skin troubles from poisonous clothing, in- 
judicious use of domestic remedies, etc. 5. The 
hair. 6. The ordinary management of the hair. 








A very readable little book, and no discredit 
to its predecessors in the series. Every non-pro- 
fessional reader should read it. Send for a copy, 
price 40 cents by mail. 


The Physician’s Visiting List for 1880, twenty- 
ninth year of its publication. Philadelphia: Lind- 
say & Blakiston. Sold by all booksellers and 
druggists. In Detroit by Arnold & Willyoung, 
E. B. Smith & Co., and others. Prices according 
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to size. Thisis an old and established visiting 
list and one we have used since its first issue, and 
hence we can recommend it. 


The Physician’s Daily Pocket Record, com- 
prising a Visiting List, many Useful Memoranda, 
Tables, etc. By S. W. Butler, M. D. Fourteenth 
year. New and thoroughly revised. Stereotyped 
edition, with metric posological table, etc. Edited 
by D. G. Brinton, M. D. Philadelphia; published 
at the office of the Medical and Surgical Re- 
porter, 115 South Seventhstreet. 1880. From the 
publisher. 

A very complete and convenient record, to be 
carried in the pocket for daily use, and in ordinary 
— will serve as a ledger. Nevertheless, the 
atter book should be kept, if for no other pur- 
pose than to satisfy the law. 


Photographic Illustrations of Skin Diseases.— 
Part 2. By George Henry Fox, Clinical Professor 
of Dermatology, Starling Med. Col., Columbus, 
Ohio, etc., etc. 48 Colored Plates, taken from life. 
Published in New York, by E. B. Treat, No. 805 
Broadway. 

This number presents representations from life 
of Keloid, Rosacia, Psoriasis Nummulata, and Ich- 
thyosis. It is often the case in illustrations that 
the first numbers are the best. We rather think 
that the photographic representations are better in 
this number than in the first. An interesting part 
of the work is in the accompanying text, as the 
history of each case is given, besides a full descrip- 
tion of the disease. With the illustration and the 
text so close together, the work cannot fail to be of 
great value to all interested in dermatology. 
From the publisher. 


American Health Primers—Winter and its 
Dangers, by Hamilton Osgood, M. D., editorial 
staff of the Boston Medical and Surgical Fournal. 
Philadelphia: Lindsay & Blakiston. 1879. For 
sale in Detroit by Arnold & Willyoung. Price 
50 cents. 

This is number six of the series and treats of, 
Chapter 1. General consideration. 2. Dangers 
arising from excess in dress. 3. Carelessness and 
ignorance in bathing. 4. Inattention to pulmo- 
nary food. 5. Danger from over-heated air. 6. In- 
difference tosunshine. 7. Sedentary life and neg- 
lect of exercise. 8. The dangers of school life in 
winter. 9. Winter amusements. 10. Closing 
considerations. This is a valuable number, and 
discusses the subject in a practical manner and 
gives also a full index. 

The total number of the series is twelve, they 
can be had separately for 50 cents a number, or 
$5.00 for the entire series. Six are now issued, 
and the others will follow monthly. Every family 
should buy them. 


The Ministry of Health, and other Addresses, 
by Benjamin Ward Richardson, M. D., F. R.S., 
L. D., F. S. A., Fellow of the Royal College of 
Physicians and Honorary Physician to the Royal 
Literary Fund. New York: D. Appleton & Co., 
549 and 551 Broadway. E. B. Smith & Co., 
Detroit. ‘Three of these addresses were pub- 
lished originally in the Gentlemen’s Magazine. 
Having often been called for, they are published in 
this volume together with six others dealing on 
allied subjects.” It is an interesting volume of 
354 pages octavo, and is directed to the general 
reader, yet is of value to the physician. A chapter 
is devoted to the subject of “ Burial, Embalming 
and Cremation,” and as this is a subject in which 
everybody is interested, and as the author discusses 
it;and presents it to the reader in all its aspects, 








the most fastidious cannot take exceptions, even if 
he does not accept the conclusions. 

We would like to present the book to our readers 
zn extenso, but our space does not permit. No 
one will regret its purchase when he has read it. 


Chemical Physiology and Pathology. By Vic- 
tor C. Vaughn, M. D., Ph. D., Lecturer on Medi- 
cal Chemistry in the University of Michigan, etc. 
Part 2; plates. Ann Arbor; Sheehan & Co., pub- 
lishers. 1879. Compliments of the author. 

In our April number we noticed “ Lecture Notes 
on Chemical Physiology and Pathology,” by Dr. 
Vaughn. The book before us constitutes a part 
of the same. When the text was published the 
author stated that the plates should appear upon 
charts, but upon further consideration and the ad- 
vice of many teachers, he thought best to produce 
them in octavo form. It is intended that the 
plates should be used especially in connection with 
the tables for the systematic analysis of the urine, 
given in the text (pages 294-307). 

In these plates are shown all the deposits found 
in the urine, magnified 400 diameters—neverthe- 
less, the author informs us that in order to be cor- 
rect, certain conditions found should be subjected 
to the tests of chemistry. The plates are forty in 
number, and are presented in a clear and compre- 
hensive form. 

We cordially recommend it, and especially to the 
younger members of the profession. 


First Lines of Therapeutics as based on the 
modes and processes of healing, as occurring spon- 
taneously in disease, and on the modes and the 
processes of dying as resulting naturally from dis- 
ease, in a series of lectures by Alexander Harvey, 
M. A., M. D. (Edin.), Emeritus Professor of Ma- 
teria Medica in the University of Aberdeen, etc., 
and late President of the Harveian Society of Edin- 
burgh, etc. New York: D. Appleton & Co., 
549 and 551 Broadway. 1879. Octavo, pages 278. 
Price, ——. E. B. Smith & Co., Detroit. 

No higher opinion of this book is necessary than 
the following from Sir Thomas Watson, Bart., au- 
thor of “ Principles and Practice of Medicine,” as 
contained in a letter to the author with permission 
to print: ‘ You have thoroughly threshed out the 
great theme which you proposed to discuss. It is 
certain that a sound system of therapeutics must 
rest on a consideration of what nature in many 
cases is capable, and in some fewer cases is in- 
capable of doing in disease; and on the other 
hand, on what art may do in helping or hin- 
dering nature. All this, I say, you have most fully 
explained, and I feel sure that the student of your 
volume cannot fail to have his mind cleared up 
and settled on these most important subjects. * * 
I see nothing in it which I wish were otherwise. 
I am entirely in accord with you as to the vzs med- 
tcatrix nature, which some of the present day de- 
cry and denounce.” For sale by E. B. Smith & 
Co., Detroit. 


Infant Feeding and its Influence on Life, or the 
Causes and Prevention of Infant Mortality. By 
C.H. F. Routh, M. D., M. R. C. P. L., Fellow of 
University College, London, of the Medical, Med- 
ico-Chirurgical, and Obstetrical Societies,’ Senior 
Physician to the Samaritan Hospital for Women 
and Children, etc. Third edition. New York: 
Wm. Wood & Company, 27 Great Jones street. 
1879. 

It is an old adage “to put the best foot fore- 
most,” but Wood's Library of Standard Medical 
Authors improve by each number issued. Any 
addition to our knowledge of the management of 
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infancy is always gladly received, and any in- 
formation that can cond to preserve their lives 
must be considered a boon to society and them- 
selves. 

The subject is divided into four parts. In the 
first the causes of mortality and viability of the in- 
fant are considered. In the second the subject of 
wet nursing in its physiological, as well as social 
relations. In the third the general principles and 
practice of alimentation, and in the fourth and last 
the symptoms and the treatment, dietetic and hy- 
gienic and medical, of such diseases as are likel 
to shorten life, or impair their well-being, procs | 
defective assimilation. That the work has reached 
a third edition in England goes far to prove its 
value, and the reader cannot fail to recognize it. 
The author evidently understands his subject, and 
discusses it in such a way as to carry conviction 
that he writes from experience, and not from theory. 


The National Dispensatory, containing the Nat- 
ural History, Chemistry, Pharmacy,Action and Uses 
of Medicine, including those recognized in the 
Pharmacopeeias of the United States, Great Britain 
and Germany, with numerous references to the 
French Codex. By Alfred Stzllé, M. D., LL. D., 
Professor of the Theory and Practice of Medi- 
cine and of Clinical Medicine in the University of 
Pennsylvania; and Yohn M. Maisch, Phar. D., 
Professor of Materia Medica and Botany in the 
Philadelphia College of Pharmacy. Second edi- 
tion, thoroughly revised, with numerous additions, 
with two thousand and thirty-nine illustrations. 
Philadelphia; Henry C. Lea. 1879. From the 
publisher. E. B. Smith & Co., Detroit. Price in 
sheep, $7.50. Pages 1680. 

That a second edition of this valuable and eru- 
dite work should be required in so short a time 
speaks volumes of its value and popular reception, 
In our notice of the first edition in our April num- 
ber we remarked that “many new remedies did 
not appear in the work, probably for the reason 
that they were not officinal,” and we hoped they 
would not be left out in the second. We find this 
advice has been heeded, and Rhamnus Purshiana, 
not mentioned in the first edition, has its position 
in the second, although its popular name, “ cas- 
cara sagrada,” is not given. Its chief therapeu- 
tical value is in chronic constipation, and in this 
part of the country and California is ¢he remedy, 
yet in the therapeutical index, under the head of 
“ Constipation,” it is not mentioned, neither is it 
in the text. Fifty-two more pages have been 
added to the first edition, and a number of new 
illustrations given. 

The therapeutical index has been extended by 
about 2,250 new references, making the total 
number in the present edition about 6,000, The 
doses have been expressed in the terms both of 
troy weight and of the metrical system. Both the 
authors and publishers are to be congratulated on 
the prompt issue of so valuable an addition to our 
stock of knowledge of the materia medica and its 
practical application to therapeutics. No medical 
library can be considered complete without a copy 
on its shelves. 


Twelfth Annual Report of the Central Free 
Dispensary, of west Chicago, for the year ending 
June 31, 1879. This dispensary is located in the 
building of the Rush Medical College, corner of 
Wood and Hansom streets. It was organized 
May 14, 1867. For the month of October, 1879, the 
total number of patients was 831, and for four 
months 3,589, number of prescriptions given for four 
months was 7,552. 

To the students of Rush Medical College it must 








afford an extensive source of practical information, 
at the same time extending a great benefit to the 
poor who attend it. 
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Pamphlets Received. 





The Terminology of So-called Rubeola not 
Roseola, by Benjamin H. Riggs, M. D., Selma, 
Alabama, Reprint from Vzrginia Medical 
Monthly, November, 1879. From the author. 

Report of the Committee on Public Health 
relative to Lunatic Asylums. Transmitted to 
the Legislature of New York, May 22d, 1879. 
Compliments of Alexander T. Goodwin, Senator 
19th District. 1879. 


Rectal Alimentation in the Nausea of Preg- 
nancy—Intestinal Inhaustion the Rationale of its 
Efficacy, by Henry F. Campbell, M. D., Augusta, 
Georgia. Reprint from Vol. III, Gynecological 
Transactions. From the author. 


Tobacco Poisoning and its Effects upon the 
Eye Sight, by A. W. Calhoun, M. D., Atlanta, 
Georgia, Professor of Eye and Ear and Throat 
Diseases in the Atlanta Medical College. Reprint 
from transactions of the Georgia Medical Society. 
From the author. 


Extirpation of the Ovaries for some of the 
Disorders of Menstrual Life, by W//iam Goodell, 
A.M.,M.D. Extracted from the transactions of 
the Medical Society of the State of Pennsylvania. 
Philadelphia: Collins, printer, 705 Jayne street. 
1879. From the author. 


A Contribution to the Etiology of Skin Dis- 
eases, read at the meeting of the American Der- 
matological Association at New York, August 28, 
1879, by Fames C. White, M. D., Professor of 
Dermatology in Harvard University. Reprinted 
from the Boston Medical and Surgical Fournal, 
October 23d, 1879. Cambridge: Riverside Press. 
1879. From the author. 


The Soft Rubber Spring-Stem Pessary in the 
Treatment of Uterine Flexions, “ Dangers 
Avoided, Benefits Secured.” Read before the 
Georgia Medical Association, Rome, April 17, 
1879, by Henry Fraser Campbell, M. D., chair- 
man of committee on gynecology for the eighth 
district of Georgia, etc. Extracted from the trans- 
actions. From the author. 








Periodicals. 





Dental Cosmos. A Monthly Record of Dental 
Science, devoted to the Interests of the Profession. 
Edited by James W. White, M. D., D. D. S. Phila- 
delphia; Samuel S. White, publisher, Chesnut 
street, corner of Twelth street. $2.50 a year in 
advance. Single copies, 25 cents. 


The New York Medical Journal for 1880.— 
This standard journal has reached its 32d voiume, 
and is published by D. Appleton & Co., 549-551 
Broadway, New York city. James B. Hunter, 
M. D., Surgeon to the New York State Woman's 
Hospital, etc. Four dollars per annum. Single 
copies 40 cents. Twovolumes a year. 


America. This is the title of a new weekly jour- 
nal of modern progress, and is devoted to a discus- 
sion of the vast and constantly developing com- 
mercial, agricultural and mineral resources of our 
great country. The first number opens well. Pub- 
lished by Price & Co., No. 13 Broadway, New 
York. $2.00 per annum in advance. 
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Southern Clinic. Bro. Bryce, of the Southern 
Clinic, 506 North 2d st., Richmond, Va., ought 
to feel very happy. The C7?znzc, scarce a year old, 
had to issue a second edition for November—a 
condition of affairs rarely met with in Medical 
journalism. We congratulate the C/zuzc on its suc- 
cess. Price, $1.50 per annum. 


The Plumber and Sanitary Engineer, Edited 
by Chas. F. Wingate, Esq., commenced its 3d vol. 
by the issue of December Ist. We are pleased to 
chronicle its unexampled prosperity, and cordially 
recommend it to all who take interest in Sanitary 
Science. It is published on the 1st and 15th of 
each month. Terms, $2.00 per annum in advance. 
Address, Plumber and Sanitary Engineer, 140 
William st., New York. 


Walsh’s Retrospect of Medicine and Surgery. 
—This is to be a Quarterly Journal of one hundred 
and fifty octavo pages each. It will be issued in 
January, April, July and October. If, upon the 
receipt of the first number, the subscriber is not 
pleased, the amount of subscription will be re- 
turned. Terms, $2.00 per annum. Ralph Walsh, 
M. D., editor, 332 C street, Washington, D. C.; 
W. H. & O. H. Thomson, publishers. 


The Jorunal of Nervous and Mental Disease, 
edited by J. S. Jewell, M. D., Professor of Nervous 
and Mental Disease in Chicago Medical College, 
and H. M. Bannister, M. D. Associate editors, 
W. A. Hammond, M. D., Meredith Clymer, M. D., 
New York, and S. Weir Mitchell, M. D., Philadel- 
phia (issued quarterly). The January number for 
1880, commences Vol. V, new series (whole series, 
Vol. V1). Office of Publication, Chicago, IIl., 70 
Monroe street; branch office, New York; G. P. 
Putnam’s Sons, 182 5th avenue. Terms, $5.00 a 
year, single numbers $1.50. 


The American enenl of the Medical Sciences 
for 1880. This old standard medical journal is 
published by Henry C. Lea, No. 706 and 708 San- 
som street, Philadelphia, Pa. Terms for 1880: 
The American Fournal of the Medical Sciences, 
published quarterly (1,150 pages per annum), and 
the Medical News and Abstract, published 
monthly (768 pages per annum), $5.00 per annum 
in advance. Separate subscriptions, Amerzcan 
Fournal of the Medical Sciences, when not paid 
in advance, $5.00 per annum. The Medzcal News 
and Abstract, invariably in advance, $2.50. Sub- 
scribers paying in advance can obtain at the end 
of the year cloth covers, gilt lettered for binding 
the journals, two annually, by remitting ten cents 
for each cover. 

This old established journal is edited by Dr. 
I. M. Hays, son of Dr. Isaac, Hays whose decease 
we chronicled but a short time since, and the repu- 
tation achieved by the father is maintained by the 
son. There is no other journal of the same char- 
acter issued in the United States. 


Archives of Medicine, a bi-monthly journal 
edited by E. C. Seguin, M. D., assistant editors, 
Thomas A. McBride, M. D., Matthew D. Mann, 
M. D., and Lewis A. Stimson, M. D. 

S’il est possible de perfectioner |’ esp6ce humaine, c’ est dans la 
médecine qu’il faut en chercher les moyens.—VDescartes. 

New York: Copyrighted by G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 
182 5th avenue. 1879. $3.00 per annum; single 
copies 60 cents. Besides the above, G. P. Put- 
nam’s Sons publish Archives of Ophthalmology, 
Dr. H. Knapp, editor. Quarterly, 500 octavo 
pages; handsomely illustrated. $4.00 per annum, 
single numbers $1.25. 





Archives of Otology, Dr. H. Knapp, editor. 
Quarterly, from 350 to 400 pages. $3.00 per an- 
num; single copies $1.00. 

Neurological Contributions, by Dr. Wm. A. Ham- 
mond, editor. Quarterly. Each number will be 
complete in itself and contain at least 96 pages. 
$4.00 per annum; single numbers $1.00. 

Mr. S. A. Solomons represents the above medi- 
cal publications for G. P. Putnam’s Sons. These 
are all standard medical journals, and are edited 
by gentlemen thoroughly qualified in their spe- 
cialties, and printed on handsome paper. We can 
cordially recommend them to the medical pro- 
fession. 


Appleton’s Journal for 1880. A Magazine of 
General Literature. Appleton’s Journal is de- 
voted to literature of a sterling and general char- 
acter; fiction occupies a place, and descriptive pa- 
pers appear; but large place is given to articles 
bearing upon literary and art topics, to discussions 
of social and political progress, to papers ad- 
dressed distinctly to the intellectual tastes of the 
public, or subjects in which the public welfare or 
public culture is concerned. 

It is the growing habit of the leading minds in 
all countries to contribute their best intellectual 
work to the magazines and reviews ; and, in order 
that Appleton’s Fournal may adequately reflect 
the intellectual activity of the time thus expressed, 
it admits to its pages a selection of the more note- 
worthy critical, speculative and progressive papers 
that come from the pens of these writers. 

Terms of Appleton’s Journal—Three dollars per 
annum, in advance, postage prepaid by the pub- 
lishers, to all subscribers in the United States or 
Canada; or twenty-five cents pernumber. A club 
of four yearly subscriptions will entitle the sender 
to an extra subscription gratis ; that is, five copies 
will be sent one year for twelve dollars. AfAp/e- 
ton’s Fournal and The Popular Science Monthly, 
for one year, for seven dollars, postage prepaid 
(full price, eight dollars). 

The volumes begin January and July of each 
year. Subscriptions received for any length of 
time, 


The Popular Science Monthly. Conducted by 
E. L. and W. J. Youmans. Zhe Popular Science 
Monthly has been often pronounced by first-rate 
judges “the best periodicalin the world.” This is 
because it represents the most valuable thought 
from the most advanced scientific men of the age 
in all countries. 

Its articles and abstracts of articles, original, se- 
lected, and illustrated, give accounts of all im- 
portant discoveries and applications of science that 
areof general interest. 

Its pages will also be found faithfully to repre- 
sent the progress of scientific ideas, as it affects 
the higher questions of human interest, such as 
those of the statesman, the philanthropist, the 
jurist, the financier, the educator, the divine, the 
artist, the historian, and the social reformer. 

Prominent attention has been given, and will be 
given, in these pages to the various sciences which 
help to a better understanding of the nature of 
man, as affecting all private, domestic and public 
relations—in short, to the comprehensive science 
of human nature. 

The Popular Science Monthly is adapted to the 
wants of thoughtful, inquiring people. It is ad- 
dressed to the intelligent classes of society, but 
treats its topics in a popular style, as free as pos- 
sible from technicalities, and suited to the capacity 
and tastes of general readers. 

Its fifteen volumes now issued form the best 
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popular science library to be anywhere obtained, | 
and it is the intention of its managers in every | 
practicable way to increase the interest and value 
of its future numbers. 

Terms—Five dollars per annum; or, fifty cents 
per number. A club of five will be sent to any 
address for $20 per annum. Zhe Popular Science 
Monthly and Appleton’s Fournal, together, $7 per 
annum (full price $8). 

The volumes begin May and November of each | 
year. Subscriptions may begin at any time. We| 
will be glad to send our Periodical Catalogue, free, 
upon application. D. Appleton & Co., publishers, | 
549 and 551 Broadway, New York. 





The Atlantic Monthly for 1880 promises to be | 
peculiarly attractive and valuable.- It will contain : | 
Serial Stories, by W. D. Howells, author of “The | 
Lady of the Aroostook,” etc.; Henry James, Jr, | 
author of “ The Europeans,” etc.; and T. B. Ald- | 
rich, author of “Prudence Palfrey,” etc. Mr.) 
Howell’s story begins in January, and will run for 
six or more months. | 

Short Stories, two or more in each number, of | 
the excellent quality for which the short stories in | 
the Atlantic are celebrated. 

Political and Social Life at Washington, for the | 
last thirty years; a series of particularly interest- | 
ing papers on persons and incidents of national | 
fame, by one who has been on the spot and known | 
all about them. 

Living questions in Politics, Education, Reli- | 
gion, Art, Social Life, and whatever most interests | 
the American people, will be discussed by persons 
specially qualified to write of them in an engaging 
and instructive manner. 

Industrial Topics will receive particular attention. 

The Literary Features of the A¢lintic will be | 
even fuller and better than ever before. 


The Contributors’ Club, which has proved so 
popular a feature, will be remarkably full and va- 
ried. 

The Contributors will include Longfellow, Whit- 
tier, Holmes, Lowell, Mrs. Stowe, H. H., Rose 
Terry Cooke, Miss Larcom, Miss Preston, Miss 
Woolson, Miss Jewett, Mrs. Piatt, Warner, War- 
ing, Norton, Stedman, Stoddard, Richard Grant 
White, Scudder, Mark Twain, DeForest, Bishop 
and others. 

A superb life-size portrait of Dr. Holmes has 
been prepared, and will be furnished ¢o Atlantic 
subscribers for One Dollar. 

Beginning with January, 1880, The Atlantic 
will be printed with new and larger type and page ; 
and the numbers will have sixteen additional 
pages, making 144 pages or more to each number. 

Terms—$4 a year, in advance, postage free: 
35 cents anumber. With superb life-size portrait 
of Holmes, Lowell, Whittier, Bryant, or Long- 
fellow, $5; with two portraits, $6: with three por- 
traits, $7; with four portraits, $8; with all five 
portraits, $9. 

Remittances should be made by money-order, 
draft, or registered letter to Houghton, Osgood & 
Co., 220 Devonshire street, Winthrop Square, 
Boston, Mass. 


[We cordially recommend the above to our read- 
ers, both young and old, as magazines that main- 
tain their high standard in every issue.—ED, ] 





Rush Medical College.— A concours for the 
Lectureship on Gynecology, in the spring course 
of lectures in this institution, will be held January 
6th, 1880, Communication on the subject can be 
had with Dr. J. H. Etheridge, secretary, Chicago, 
Ill., Dec. 1, 1879. 








Proceedings 


of Societies. 





Proceedings of the Wayne County 
Medical Society. 


STATED MEETING. 


DETROIT, Feb. 20, 1879. 





Dr. Mulheron read a paper on opium, in which 
he discussed the physiological action of the drug, | 
its application to a number of diseased conditions, 
pointed out the liability to meconism, or the opium | 
habit, following its too free use, and considered the 
question of the treatment of this habit. 

Opium is the article of our materia medica of 
use in the greatest variety of cases, and although 
there are a number of synergists which can and | 
should take its place in a number of the conditions 
to which it is applicable, there are ‘times when 
nothing but opium will fill the bill. The use of the 
drug in labor was particularly dwelt on. On being | 
summoned to a supposed parturient female, it is 
sometimes a matter of importance to know whether 
or not the grumbling pains are likely to culminate | 
in delivery. When called to such a case, it is not | 
necessary long to remain in a quandary. Give a 
dose of opium, a full dose. If the pains are spu- 
rious, they will vanish ; if they are genuine, the re- 
laxing influence of the drug on the circular fibres | 
will clear away the obstruction. If the pains cease, | 
make up your mind that they have been false, for 
opium never arrests physiological labor. Physiologi- 
cally during the first stage of labor, there is a pas- 
sive relaxation of the circular fibres of the uterus, | 





and particularly of those of theos. Opium secures 
this relaxation when it does not exist. 

The following were two of a number of cases 
narrated to illustrate the point alluded to: 

Mrs. M., aged 30, multipara, was taken with 
pains, which she rightly regarded as those of labor, 
about six P. M. At seven, I was sent for. It was 
some half a mile distant from my office, and as I 
had some patients in waiting when the messenger 
came, I told them to wait, expecting, from experi- 
ence (having attended the lady at two previous 
confinements), that I should have ample opportu- 
nity to leave her after instituting an examination. 
Her previous labors had been quite tedious. I 
found her suffering severe grinding pains referred 
to at the lower part of the abdomen. An examina- 
tion revealed an os into which I could barely insert 
the tip of my finger. The pains did not vary its size. 
It was quite low down. I had promised to return 
to my office soon, and I gave the lady a sixth grain 
of morphia, merely to make her comfortable, and 
left. I had just got nicely seated in my office, 
when the messenger pounced in on me, and _ suf- 
fered me not to stand on the order of my going. 
I reached the bedside just in time to catch the drop- 
ping fruit. The os on which the previous pain had 


| had no effect, had fully dilated, and the child was 


born inside of twenty minutes from the time of the 
giving of the opiate. The condition which I found 
on examination was precisely similar to that which 
existed at previous labor, and which, in spite of 
tartar emetic given internally, and belladonna ap- 
plied locally, had detained me for tedious hours. 
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Mrs. B., primipara, being taken with pains, sent 
for me. I found her suffering severely, and in a 
very excitable condition. An examination showed 
no condition of os indicating labor. It being about 
midnight, I administered ten grains of Dover’s 
powder, and threw myself on a lounge for a snooze. 
I awoke in about two hours, and found my patient 
blissfully reposing in the arms of Morpheus. I 
tore myself away, and heard no more of her for 
two weeks, when I was again called. I found the 
os low down, and at each pain felt some contrac- 
tion on my finger. The pains continued, and in 
an hour another examination revealed no change. 
In another hour still another examination showed 
still nochange. The pains in the mean time showed 
no diminution. The patient was feverish and irri- 
table, and an inevitable mother-in-law demanded 
that “something be done.” I had her sit over a 
vessel of hot water. This did no good. I applied 
belladonna, but without effect. I gave tartar emetic 
to severe nausea, and still the os remained hard 
and unyielding. I placed her under the influence 
of ether, with no apparent benefit. Finally I gave 
a quarter grain > morphia. The effect of this 
was almost magical. The patient’s restlessness 
was allayed, and a sense of complacency took the 
place of anxiety and irritability. The os com- 
menced to yield, and inside of two hours the child 
was born. 

It will not be necessary to cite other cases which 
I have seen, which, though not so marked, still de- 
monstrate the beneficial effects following opium in 
cases of this nature. If I had had any case in 
which it had proven injurious, I should mention it 
right here, to prevent any too sanguine hopes which 
might be based on the drug, but I have never met 
with any such case, and cannot therefore give any 
warning, from experience, of any deleterious conse- 
quences which might follow its use, 

The following procedure was recommended in 
acute cases of opium poisoning: 

The first thing to be done is to relieve the stom- 
ach of any of the drug which may not have been 
absorbed. An emetic may sometimes do this, but 
a stomach-pump will most generally be required. 
The preant relieved, the next thing is to coun- 
teract the effects of the drug in the system and to 
prolong life until these effects have passed off. 
The disposition to sleep must be prevented by 
such means as naturally suggest themselves—flag- 
ellations, keeping the patient in motion, the cold 
douche, galvanism, etc. Strong coffee has certain 
antidotal powers, feeble though they be, and it 
should be administered ad /ibztum. We now 
come to the drug which is credited with antago- 
nistic properties—belladonna. The fact that bella- 
donna dilates the pupil and that opium contracts it 
was sufficient to establish acertain antagonism of 
thetwo drugs. For a time there was supposed to be 
some chemical antagonism, but this view has now 
few or no advocates. The antagonism is now re- 
garded as purely physiological. Belladonna stimu- 
lates the respiration, which opium embarrasses, or, 
rather, counteracts the paralysis of the respiratory 
muscles caused by opium. Numerous instances 
are on record in which physiological doses of bel- 
ladonna, or its salt, atropia, has been of marked 
benefit in opium poisoning. It was left for Mr. 
Fothergill, however, to demonstrate the direct an- 
tagonism of the drugs by administering poisonous 
doses of atropia in a case of opium narcotism. 
which would otherwise have terminated fatally. 
The following is Dr. Fothergill’s plan of proced- 
ure: “First empty the stomach | seoetac® ay then 
inject leuieatinlle one-fourth or one-third grain 
of atropia, before the respiration is gravely af- 
fected ; then put the patient to bed and carefully 








note the respiration and pulse and temperature. 
In half an hour after the injection, should respira- 
tion still be falling, inject another one-third grain.” 
The limit to the amount of atropia injected would 
seem to be the susceptibility to its influence as 
manifested by an improvement in the symptoms of 
the opium narcotism. The remedy must be ad- 
mitted to be a heroic one, but, with the physiologi- 
cal antagonism established, the physician would be 
remiss in his duty who failed to employ it in a des- 
perate case. The plan has not yet been fully 
corroborated by successful experience, In the one 
case in which I havetried it, marked improvement 
followed the injection of two one-fourth grains, at 
intervals of an hour, and I had some hope of the 
patient’s recovery until what was apparently an 
apoplectic seizure banished it. The plan merits a 
thorough trial. The fact that death is inevitable 
despite all the ordinary means to prevent it, would 
seem to furnish some excuse, if not justification 
for the heroic resort. Green tea in very strong in- 
fusion, recommended first in 1865, has latterly been 
again brought forward and advocated with vigor. 
I have had no experience with it. 

Dr. Leonard often gave opium to steady and 
strengthen the pulse. An old woman, in whom 
pulsations at the wrist could not be detected, was 
given one-sixth of a grain of morphine, and the 
pulse soon became steadier and fuller. 

In opium poisoning if the sympathetic nerve be 
stimulated by electricity it will probably do harm, 
but similar stimulation of the phrenic will probably 
do good. Much caution should be used in apply- 
ing electricity to the neck in these cases. 

Dr. Book has noticed in his practice consider- 
able irritability of the bladder in all women ad- 
dicted tothe opium habit, but had noticed nothing 
of the kind among men. He asked the society if 
any similar observations had been made by others. 

Dr. Rouse saw a man who had been narcotized 
with opium for some hours. His condition was 
deemed hopeless. Electricity was applied to the 
chest, and death occurred with the first shock. 
Though there was no hope of recovery, it is pos- 
sible electricity shortened by a few moments the 
man’s life. 

Dr. Brodie. Opium is one of our most valuable 
remedies. There are but few diseases which may 
not be benefited by its use. It first eases pain, 
and then causes exhilaration and sleep. Opium 
constipates rather more than morphine. He has 
used opiates in midwifery practice for many years 
with very satisfactory results. A lady with os high 
up and slight sanguineous discharges, expected to 
be delivered very soon. Gaveher ¥ grain of mor- 
phine, and left her for a few hours, during which 
she enjoyed a nice sleep, and attributed her trouble 
to a party she attended the previous evening. 
Called again in a few hours, and delivery was 
effected ina short time, with very little suffering, 
after a labor of a little over six hours. When 
morphine is given early in labor, there is com- 
paratively little suffering. 

In opium poisoning, the stomach-pump is liable 
to do injury to the stomach, without much good 
to the patient; for the poison will probably have 
been absorbed before the pump can be used. 

Dr. Book. When a large quantity of opium ina 
liquid form has been taken, it is well to pump it 
out. Aman took four ounces of laudanum, and 
two hours after the stomach-pump brought up 
considerable of the medicine. After repeatedly 
washing the stomach with water, the pump brought 
up the fluid smelling strongly of laudanum. This 
man recovered. 

Dr. Brodie. Not afew give opium in pneumo- 
nia, but it should be preceded by bleeding. It 
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may be given in almost every other inflammatory 
affection with benefit. 

Dr. Mulheron. Opium acts like a splint to the 
lungs in pneumonia, and should be very beneficial. 

Dr. Brodie reported a case of gall stone relieved 
by morphine. Pressure over the liver seemed to 
give considerable relief. 

Dr. Norton reported two interesting cases of 
gall-stone ; one diagnosed neuralgia of the stomach, 
the other resulted in death. 


W. H. ROUSE, M. D., 
Secretary. 


STATED MEETING. 


DETROIT, March 6th, 1879. 

Dr. Lyster’s patient, with hip-joint disease, pre- 
sented on the 5th September, 1878, was again be- 
fore the society, with his condition much improved. 

Dr. Mulheron. Two weeks ago last Sunday 
night, visited a woman, aged 36 years, who sup- 
posed herself to bein labor. He had attended her 
on two previous labors. This woman has a very 
large frame, bilious temperament, slow pulse— 
about 65—and is quite unexcitable. He was re- 
called in haste Tuesday morning, and arrived only 
in time to attend to the after-birth. There was 
nothing unusual about the confinement, and the 
patient was dismissed convalescent on Friday. 

Last Sunday morning, at 4, at 9 and at 11 
o'clock, she passed, fer rectum, ahout six quarts 
—a large chamber full—of venous blood. He 
found her in a state of collapse, pulseless, cold and 
clammy, with strong symptoms of impending 
death. The tongue was moist. The woman was 
kept in bed and given opium, acetate of lead and 
brandy. She soon rallied. Temperature normal, 
and the preparations made for transfusion were 
not required. A few days before this the stools 
were clay-colored, but soon became normal, with a 
little mercurial. 

On Monday evening, without obvious cause, the 
temperature was 104° Fah., and the pulse 150. 
Under the left scapula there was found, on care- 
ful examination, congestion—probably hypostatic 
—of the lung. On Wednesday morning she passed 
about a pint of black blood. There was great ex- 
haustion, which was relieved by brandy. Had it 
not been for the high temperature on Monday the 
condition might not have been regarded as criti- 
cal. The woman is still in a very critical condi- 
tion. 

Dr. Lyster. The temperature of patients, as 
shown by the thermometer, may vary with the 
weather, the time of day, etc., much more than 
might be suspected. A self-registering thermom- 
eter, left with the patient, furnishes valuable in- 
formation by recording the variations of tempera- 
ture much oftener than could be done by the phy- 
sician at his ordinary visits, morning and evening. 
There is rather more danger of inflammation fol- 
lowing free hemorrhage of the parturient woman 
than in other cases. 

Dr. Brodie. This woman would probably have 
died of inflammation had it not been for the hem- 
orrhage. Free hemorrhage with confinement is a 
good safeguard against inflammation. The feeling 
of the pulse during inflammation is so peculiar, that 
its presence is easily recognized without the ther- 
mometer. 

Dr. Gustin saw a lady whose temperature rose 
rapidly from 1o1° to 106° Fah., without obvious 
cause. Death occurred within twenty-four hours, 


man had pain at the root of a tooth. The den- 
tist gave no relief. A small abscess of the gum 
formed, was opened, and discharged bloody mat- 
ter, without relief. The tooth was removed, and 
then pain appeared in the lip, which was after- 
wards opened and discharged bloody matter. 
Similar results followed on the posterior portion of 
the thigh and on the ankle, from which consider- 
able matter flowed on being opened. After this 
the patient improved, and the ankle discharged 
laudable pus. One evening he took two glasses 
of milk, on the recommendation of friends, and 
went to bed feeling much better than usual. In 
one hour and a half he was dead. The cause of 
death is not very obvious. It may possibly have 
resulted from the milk. 


W. H. ROUSE, M. D., 
Secretary. 


STATED MEETING. 


DETROIT, March 20, 1879. 


Dr. Rouse read a paper on “ Influenza vs. Diph- 
theria”’ (see page 302, present number NEW PRE- 
PARATIONS). 

Dr. Lyster. There is at times much difficulty 
in distinguishing diphtheria from some other dis- 
eases of the throat, and if there are any clinical 
distinctions, they should be known. We are only 
sure of diphtheria when there is considerable 
swelling’ of the cervical glands. He saw a case 
in which no membrane could be detected, and the 
diagnosis would have been uncertain were it not 
that other children in the same family had unmis- 
takable symptoms of diphtheria. It became para- 
lyzed and died. For treatment, he sustains the 
strength and uses disinfectants—lime water, car- 
bolic acid, etc., locally by means of the atomizer. 

Dr. Richards. Has seen cases of diphtheria re- 
cover within a week. The throat disease this win- 
ter has often attacked every member of the family. 
In some cases the well children have been kept 
from the sick, and escaped the disease. The exu- 
date will dissolve in water. In the horse disease, a 
few years ago, at times much matter, somewhat 
resembling muscular tissue, was ejected. He has 
seen nothing like this in the throat disease of peo- 
le. 

Dr. Lichty. In all cases of diphtheria the symp- 
toms are very severe and the prostration very 
great. There is usually a chiil, followed by fever, 
and in twenty-four to thirty-six hours false mem- 
brane. There is considerable swelling of the cer- 
vical glands, and the head is usually thrown back- 
wards. Usually two out of three die. 

Dr. Book. The exudate seems to be the only 
diagnostic sign of diphtheria. 

Dr. Leonard. If the patient dies, the disease is 
diphtheria; if it lives itis something else. Proba- 
bly diphtheroid would be the proper name for this 
winter’s epidemic. In this throat disease, when 
the anterior palatine pillars are inflamed, the cure 
is difficult. Diphtheritic exudate cannot be read- 
ily removed without lacerating the tissues, but in 
this epidemic the deposit can be readily wiped off 
with tinct. ferri mur., or tinct. iodine. 

Dr. Davenport. Some years ago there were 
many cases of sore-throat, but saw only two cases 
of diphtheria. All readily recovered with the ap- 
plication of salt and tannic acid. 

Dr. Brodie. We are indebted to another school 
of practitioners for the present use of the term 
diphtheria—not Bretoneau. This disease is local, 





but its approach would not have been suspected 
so soon had it not been for the themometer. 


Dr. Brodie. About two months ago a gentle-| ble prevailed some years ago, during a very cold 


has been caused by the very severe weather, and 
might be termed faucitis. A similar throat trou- 
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winter. Extreme heat as well as cold may pro- 
duce similar results. Swelling of the cervical 
gland occurs only in scrofulous patients. 

Dr. Rouse. Cases of this disease have been ob- 
served in all seasons, more frequently in the cold 
or damp one, since 1873. 

Dr. Lichty. Deaths this winter from lung diffi- 
culties have been frequent. A benefit society had 
twenty-three deaths from inflammation of the 
lungs in thirty-seven losses. 

Dr. Richards. Not a few who have their lives 
insured have disease of the lungs. 

Dr. Leonard. This winter the air has been re- 
markably cold and dry. A very dry air favors ex- 
cessive evaporation from the lungs, and may there- 
by induce inflammation. 

Dr. Richards. When out on the plains, where 
the air was remarkably dry and pure, fresh meat 
could be dried in the open air without taint; the 
men and horses previously afflicted with lung diffi- 
culties generally improved. 

Dr. Lyster. Old people die during cold weather, 
possibly from its depressing effects; young people 
during hot. 

Dr. Leonard presented a photograph of a colored 
man who had lost alarge portion of his face from 
syphilis. The ulceration has continued seventeen 
years, and is remarkable on account of the amount 
of tissue removed. The photograph, with a de- 
scription, was sent from the country by a friend. 

Dr. Lyster, having reported the death of Mrs. 
Dr. Clark, moved, seconded by Dr. Richards, and 
it was 

Resolved, That the Secretary be, and is hereby, 
instructed to convey to Dr. Clark the heartfelt sym- 
pathy of this society in this hour of his sad be- 
reavement, 

Dr. Brodie. There are a number of cases of 
puerperal fever in the eastern part of the city. 
Mrs. C. died of it after three days’ illness. He 
also reported the following: Mrs. C. B. was taken 
with severe pain in vagina and rectum. The pain 
extended upwards as far as the stomach. The 
bowels were slightly swollen, and very tender. 
The features became pinched and the surface mot- 
tled. She died on the fourth day, of peritonitis, 

W.H. ROUSE, M. D., 


Secretary. 


STATED MEETING. 
DETROIT, April 3, 1879. 

Dr. E. P. Christian gave a very interesting re- 
port of a case in which premature labor had been 
induced as a prophylactic measure against puer- 
peral eclampsia. The patient, a stout, heavy and 
apparently healthy woman, was first seen during 
the eighth month of pregnancy. Notwithstand- 
ing her appearance of robust health she was a 
chronic invalid. When seen there was great ana- 
sarca of legs, and a great quantity of albumen in 
the urine. She was suffering from epigastric dis- 
tress, which she herself attributed to cramps, but 
which the doctor regarded as premonitory signs of 
eclampsia, A mixture of ether and chloroform 
given internally reiieved this distress, after which 
the patient went to sleep, and was comfortable for 
thirty-six hours. Slight uterine pains then super- 
vened, and also a diarrhoea, which continued 
throughout a whole day, and was followed by a 
violent convulsion, accompanied by wild delirium 
and pain in the head. The doctor, as soon as he 
arrived, bled the patient to syncope, after which 
she quieted down and slept. Chloral hydrate was 
then given, and the labor proceeded to its close 
without return of spasm. The child, a boy, was 
alive, and is living at the date of the report. The 





anasarca disappeared, although the albumen never 
completely left the urine. The general health 
never quite reached even the poor standard of that 
before pregnancy. Patient was warned that in the 
event of another pregnancy abortion in the early 
months would insure her the only chance of life. 

June 25, 1878, patient again three months ad- 
vanced in pregnancy. Legs and hands already 
much swollen and urine largely albuminous; suf- 
fers much from headaches. The necessity of 
having abortion induced and the risks of delay 
were impressed upon her, but, receiving temporary 
benefit from treatment, she declined to accede at 
this time. August 22d, anasarca increased, in- 
tense headaches, temporary blindness, patient de- 
sirous of the operation. With the assistance of 
Dr. Langlois a strong tent was passed into the 
mouth of the womb, retained by tampon and al- 
lowed to remain twenty-four hours, by which time 
considerable uterine irritation had been excited, 
with threatening cerebral symptoms. 25th, tent 
was removed, and a metallic sound passed. This 
was followed iwmediately by a little blood, and 
through the day by alarger quantity. Patient put 
on ergot. 28th. No decided indications of uterine 
action as yet. Sound again passed well up and 
turned freely. This was followed by larger dis- 
charge of blood, with excitement of uterine ac- 
tion, and twenty-four hours afterwards the patient 
was delivered of a four-and-a-half months’ foetus 
by Dr. T. J. Langlois, who stated that he was in 
constant apprehension of the accession of spasms 
from the great degree of cerebral excitement. The 
patient’s recovery was slow and tedious. 

Dr. Christian was convinced that the patient 
could not have survived a labor at full term. In- 
deed, she could not have gone much longer with- 
out the accession of spasms. These came on at 
seven and a half months in her previous labor, and 
the anasarca and cerebral disturbances and condi- 
tion of urine were already, at four months, as bad 
as immediately before the spasms in the former 
one. 

Dr. Klein. The doctor’s procedure was very ju- 
dicious. No court or jury could properly convict 
had the result been unfavorable. Some time ago 
a similar case, under the care of Drs. Kiefer, 
Pitcher and Klein, occurred in this city. The wo- 
man was delivered of twins at about the seventh 
month, She recovered and afterwards bore chil- 
dren. In cataleptic convulsions the foetus must 
die, and should therefore be removed. In Dr. 
Christian’s case both mother and child would 
probably have died had any other method been 
adopted. 

Dr. Mulheron. Would albuminuria and ana- 
sarca in one case of labor justify the induction of 
premature delivery in a subsequent pregnancy ? 

Dr. Christian. No; but in this case the early 
development of severe symptoms—the woman 
being as bad at the third to fourth month as in 
the previous case at the seventh to eighth month— 
rendered it highly probable that without relief 
death must soon result. He has attended eleven 
cases of puerperal convulsions, six of which were 
fatal. Two of these were seen very late, on ac- 
count of distance from office. The urine was not 
examined in all these cases, and some of them 
never had anasarca. 

Dr. Mulheron. Each case of puerperal convul- 
sions should be judged by itself. He would 
scarcely attempt the course pursued. It would 
possibly be better to let the woman take her 
chances, for very many cases of gestation with 
albuminuria and anasarca terminate favorably. 

Drs. Book and Lichty approved of the course 
pursued. 
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Dr. Norton. Cannot fully approve the course 
taken. The first child was saved, and, had the 
woman been left alone, similar results might have 
followed with the second. Abortion may prevent 
or arrest convulsions in some, but not all cases. 
A woman, after an easy labor, was up and around. 
Her complexion was pale and waxy. There were 
severe pains in the back and spasmodic respira- 
tion. Convulsions came on and death ensued 
within four days. There had been no anasarca 
before labor, 

Dr. Rouse. The course pursued is sanctioned 
by good authority. It is advisable, when possible, 
to continue these cases till the child is viable. 
Anasarca is not necessarily an accompaniment of 
puerperal convulsions. The most severe non-fatal 
case he had seen was unattended by anasarca. 

Dr. Richards. Believes the course pursued judi- 
cious. He has seen three cases of puerperal 
convulsions unattended by anasarca; one died, 
two recovered, 

Dr. Brodie. This case is peculiar. In the first 
pregnancy there is no history of albuminuria till 
about the seventh month. In the second the 
symptoms were worse at the fourth month than 
in the previous at the seventh, and as treatment re- 
sulted in no benefit, the course pursued was jus- 
tifiable, and no court could convict had the opera- 
tion proved fatal. Labor is always attended with 
some danger, and very few die of abortion when 
performed by skillful hands. Anasarca during 
pregnancy is only a symptom or result of ob- 
structed circulation. Some women always have 
dropsy during gestation. 

Dr. Mulheron. There is a woman in this city 
who has had albuminuria for four years, and dur- 
ing this time two confinements, with no more than 
the usual trouble. 

Dr. Mulheron continued his report from March 
6th of a puerperal woman. She took consider- 
able nourishment, which seemed to digest well, but 
her strength failed, and death occurred on Mon- 
day. The tongue was moist, the right lung cleared 
considerably, the left inflamed. Drs. McGraw, 
Lyster, Farrand and Brodie saw her in consulta- 
tion. A blister was applied to her chest by the 
advice of Dr. Brodie, with apparently good re- 
sults. This woman lost about two gallons of 
blood, which was probably from the hemorrhoidal 
veins. There were no indications of ulceration of 
Peyer’s patches. 

Dr. Brodie. A woman, subject to attacks of 
rheumatism, which usually lasts about a week, had 
severe pain in the knee two weeks ago Saturday. 
lodides and bromides were given and she was 
much better Sunday. On Tuesday she had dysu- 
ria and severe pain in the back. Thursday she 
suffered much, but was relieved by free catharsis. 
Saturday she was reported dying. Had intense 
pain in head ; body puffy. Got easier. Sunday,a 
violent convulsion, after which she was blind, ana- 
sarcous, and appeared as if under the influence of 
opium. Tartar emetic and spts. Mindererus were 


given, but another convulsion occurred within 
twenty-four hours. This was followed by a slight 
vaginal discharge, restoration of sight, and rapid 
recovery. She supposed she had passed the men- 
strual period. ; 

Dr. Norton. This case looks like a neurosis— 
the blindness being due to pressure on the brain. 
Some time ago a child had albuminuria following 
scarlatina. It became blind, leeches were applied, 
and the next day it could see. 

W. H. Rousg, M. D., 
Secretary. 
STATED MEETING. 
DETROIT, May 24, 1879. 

Dr. Leonard exhibited an instrument recently 
devised by him, to take the place of the metritomes 
now in use. It is modeled after the scissors, with 
the cutting edges on the backs of the blades, and 
so arranged that by closing the handles the blades 
open. This instrument can be introduced as a 
probe, the blades distended to the desired amount, 
as indicated by a graduated scale attached to the 
handles, and the cervix incised as the metritome is 
being withdrawn. The metritomes hitherto in use 
are too flexible, and on being withdrawn are usually 
dulled by coming in contact with the speculum. _ 

He believes the cutting to relieve conoid os is 
more extensive than necessary, and patients of 
several of our leading gynecologists have died 
either from the operation, or from the resulting in- 
flammation. Better results can be obtained by in- 
cising the structure and keeping the canal open 
by a pessary, or by passing a probe two or three 
times a week. The patient should remain in bed 
about two weeks after the operation. About 99 
per cent of American women have some sexual 
ailment, in most cases commencing during pre- 
matrimonial life. There is no just reason why 
virgins should not receive local treatment. : 

Dr. Brodie. Specialists have carried their theories 
to extremes. When possible, local examinations 
for female diseases in virgins should be avoided, 
for they seem to destroy to a considerable extent 
that modesty and moral sensibility which give such 
peculiar charms to the chaste young lady. These 
ailments can usually be treated successfully by 
other means. 

Dr. Snow. There have been quite a number of 
cases of erysipelas, not severe, in his vicinity. There 
is no puerperal fever, but a low nervous fever for a 
day or two has been observed in some women after 
confinement. : 

Dr. Brodie, delegate to the American Medical 
Association, reported the attendance and merit of 
papers read, a little below the average, but the 
social entertainments were of a superior order. 
The discussions seemed to indicate that the anti- 
septic (Listerism) treatment of wounds, and Sayre’s 
jacket for diseased spine scarcely maintain their 
position in professional estimation. 

W. H. Rousg, M. D., 
Secretary. 











Clippings. 





NEW REMEDIES.—Our American cousins are 
continually introducing new remedies, and we have 
fluid extracts, in the market, of coto bark, cascara 
Sagrada, folia carobz, rhus aromatica, damiana, 
boldo, berberis aquifolium, black haw, grindelia 
robusta, grindelia squarrosa, kaki, cercis Canaden- 
sis, 

The surgery, of the practitioners of the future, 
will have to be as large as St. Paul’s, Cathedral, if 








new remedies are produced at the same rate we 
have had them of late years.— The Med. Press and 
Circular, London, England. 

DEFINITION OF EVOLUTION,—The Chemist 
and Druggist observes that it was Herbert Spen- 
cer who made the following definition of evolu- 
tion: “Evolution is a change from an indefinite, 
incoherent homogeneity to adefinite, coherent het- 
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erogeneity, through continuous differentiations 
and integrations.” And it was the mathematician 
Kirkman who translated it into plain English: 
“Evolution is a change from a _ nohowish, un- 
talkaboutable, allalikeness to a somehowish, and 
in-general-talk-aboutable, not-at-all-alikeness, by 
continuous something-else-ifications and stick-to- 
getherations.”—Philadelphia Medical and Surgi- 
cal Reporter. 


Pop-CORN IN THE NAUSEA OF PREGNANCY.— 
Dr. F. A. Burrall, of this city, writes: “One of 
the best remedies for the nausea which attends the 
parturient state is the quickly roasted grain of the 
Zea mays or Indian corn. It is too familiarly 
known as ‘pop-corn’ to require any description. 
Many physicians are not aware of the beneficial 
results which may be derived from the use of this 
simple agent. It should be white and light, and 
may be eaten freely, sprinkled with salt. 1 think it 
is no exaggeration to say that it will be found of the 
greatest service in many cases where the products 
of the chemist’s art have proved unavailing.” — The 
Medical Record. 


FLUID EXTRACT GRINDELIA SQUARROSA.—I 
was called, August 26, to see Mr. G. S., aged forty- 
three, a coal miner. He suffered for over one year 
with constantly recurring intermittent fever, some- 
times broken with quinine and Fowler’s solution, 
but returning while taking it, 1 ordered him one 
and one-half ounces of grindelia squarrosa, to be 
taken thirty drops three times a day after meals, 
in water. He has not chilled since. I might re- 
cord a number of cases in which this remedy has 
been used with success as a substitute for quinine. 
I would be pleased if the doctors would give it a 
trial and report through the Brzef.—L. C. Mc- 
Dowell, M.D., in Medical Brief. 





A NEw ANTHELMINTIC.—The Ocymum Basili- 
cum, a plant known in Buenos Ayres under the 
name “albochaca,” has an action of such a nature 
that the worms in every stage of development rap- 
idly leave their location after the juice reaches 
them. Its use is so much the more to be recom- 
mended since in the event of no worms being 
present, no injurious effect results from the plant, 
but merely a laxative and disinfectant action. Fifty 
grammes of the juice is given, followed in two 
hours by a dose of castor oil. A free discharge 
of the worms may be expected. 

The above observations of Dr. Lemos and the 
results obtained are very encouraging and invite 
further investigation, the more since the number of 
anthelmintics is limited, and their action often un- 
satisfactory Med. Neuigk. 





DANGERS FROM THE USE OF PILOCARPINE.— 
Besides its alleged ecbolic properties, Dr. Jenkins, 
of New York, has called attention to another ob- 
jection to the hypodermic injection of pilocarpine 
in any case, and that is the flooding of the lungs by 
an excessive bronchial secretion. 

Dr. T. G. Thomas thinks the objection worthy 
of serious consideration. He has seen a case of 
uremia toward the end of the eighth month of 
pregnancy, where labor was brought on and the 
child delivered alive, the mother suffering greatly 
after the birth of the child and becoming comatose. 
Jaborandi was tried by the rectum, and resulted in 
a profuse bronchorrhoea, which was at first attrib- 
uted to an alteration in the circulation. The fluid 


was excessive, and the noise produced in respira- 
tion resembled the so-called “death rattle.”—Med- 
scal and Surgical Reporter. 





CASTANEA VESCA IN HOOPING-COUGH.—B 
Dr. W. Kovatsch, in Lazhach. Memorabilien, vol, 
12. The writer concludes, from extensive obser- 
vations with this drug, that: 1. In the first stage 
of hooping-cough it is of no service, light narcotics 
being indicated, as aq. laurocerasus, ext. hyosc., 
etc. 2. In the second stage, where no complica- 
tions exist, it markedly decreases the paroxysms 
within twenty-four hours, but the medicine must 
be continued for at least two weeks. 3. In the 
third stage, if the patient is restless, a Dover's 
powder with quinine is given at bedtime, and the 
medicament continued. 4. The dose for children 
under one and a half years, half a drachm eve 
two to four hours, for older children a half to one 
drachm every two or three hours. He does not 
consider this a panacea for all hooping-cough 
cases, but believes it to possess great virtues.— 
American Fournal of Obstetrics. 


PEPSINE.—In the French Academy of Medicine, 
M. Vulpian has called attention to the fact that 
pepsines delivered from different pharmacies vary 
much in their digestive power, some of them mod- 
ifying albumen so slowly as to make it doubtful 
what good effect they can have when administered 
to dyspeptics. He also confirmed a conclusion 
arrived at some time ago by Dr. Symes (Pharm. 
Four.), that the action of pepsine is retarded by 
the presence ofalcohol. Wines and elixirs of pep- 
sine are very much used in France, and as M. Vul- 
pian went on to say that some of the most re- 
nowned elixirs contained an extremely small quan- 
tity of pepsine, the rest intended to have been pres- 
ent having probably been precipitated by the alco- 
hol during manufacture of the preparations, the 
statement has caused some little sensation amongst 
the makers.—Med. Press and Circular. 

A CASE OF PsoriAsIs.—R. H. P., aged thirty- 
three, applied to me, during the month of June, for 
advice about a skin disease situated upon the arm 
and in the hair. The eruption resembled common 
mason’s mortar in color and — and had 
discharged quite freely before he had applied for 
advice. It gave rise to pruritus and pain. I rec- 
ognized it as lepra vul. or psoriasis, and success- 
fully healed it with: 

R. Chrysophanic acid, 3 ij. 

Unguent. simplicis, 3 ij. 

M. Ft. unguentum. Sig. Apply at night only. 

Upon the glans penis was a hard chancre which 
I cauterized with ethylate of sodium and applied 
the following after dressing : 

B. Iodoformi, 

Zinci oxidi, 
Tannin, of each, equal parts. 

The psoriasis had been contracted three years 
previous to the syphilitic eruption which excludes 
the syphilitic origin of the disease.—Luig? G. 
Doane, M. D., in Medical Brief. 





IL TAYUYA AS AN ANTI-SYPHILITIC.—Dr. C. 
Pellizzari publishes the observations which he 
made upon nine cases occurring whilst he acted as 
an assistant in the clinic for syphilis of Prof. P. 
Pellizzari, in Florence. Four of these are pecul- 
iarly instructive, as they show incontestably that 
tayuya is useless in this disease. The patients who 
dreaded mercury were treated with tayuya for sev- 
eral months, when relapse after relapse was ob- 
served. The pains were not removed, nor was the 
time of recovery from any single eruption shorter 
than the normal. Finally, each of the four cases 
suffered severely from affections of the kidneys, 
iris, etc., which are looked upon as consequents of 
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the treatment adopted. In such cases potassium 
iodide gave immediate results. Dr. Pellizzari con- 
cludes with a reference to the unscientific recom- 
mendations of universal panaceas, more especially 
to the so-called “ blood-purifiers.” In the discus- 
sion upon these cases by the Medical Society of 
Florence, Dr. Marcacci, of Prof. Michelani’s clinic, 
and Dr. Zanarelli, who has made observations upon 
prostitutes, were unanimous in denying to tayuya 
any anti-syphilitic properties—Lo Sperimentale, 
1878, No. 7.—Centralblatt f. Chirurgie. 





THE ACTION OF THE DIGESTIVE FERMENTS 
EMPLOYED IN THE TREATMENT OF DYSPEPSIA. 
—Atarecent meeting of the Académie de Médz- 
cine, M. Vulpian laid before the society the results 
of his investigations into the action of pepsin, pan- 
creatin and diastase. The different preparations 
of pepsin were found to be of very variable 
strength, many of them so feeble as to be abso- 
lutely useless as remedial agents. The addition 
of alcohol to an acidified solution of pepsin or to 
natural gastric juice, retards digestion when the 
proportion of alcohol in the solution exceeds that 
of claret or Burgundy wine. From this the con- 
clusion is drawn that wines and elixirs of pepsin 
should not be used. Some of the elixirs examined 
contained but very small proportions of the prin- 
ciple, the rest having been precipitated by the al- 
cohol during the manufacture. Pancreatin and 
diastase, when mixed with artificial or natural gas- 
tric juice, have not as energetic an action on 
starchy matters as when pure water is used for 
their solution. M. Mourrut, who continued the in- 
vestigations under the directions of M. Vulpian, 
found that the effect of acid was to retard the ac- 
tion of all the ferments, an effect, perhaps, most 
marked in the case of pepsin.—Gazette Médicale 
de Parts— Med. Record. 

MENTHOL, AN ANTI-NEURALGIC.—Allow me 
to mention that in neuralgia of the face I have 
several times applied a solution of menthol, a solid 
derived from the Chinese or American oil of pep- 
permint, referred to in Zhe Lancet of 7th June 
last as a powerful antiseptic and theoretically anti- 
neuralgic agent. The solution used was, on a first 
trial, one of the melted crystals only; but to avoid 
the annoyance to the eyes from the extreme vola- 
tility of the remedy, and to obtain a more pro- 
longed action, I afterwards used a mixture of men- 
thol in rectified spirit, with the addition of a little 
clove oil, to a strength of one of menthol to sixty 
parts, painted over the affected tract. Relief was 
had in from two to four minutes, and within one 
or two minutes at most after this the then existing 
attack was cured. This, I think, goes far to show 
that the Chinese custom of painting with oil of 
peppermint in neuralgic cases owes its reputed 
efficacy to menthol as its active constituent. In 
cases of toothache the pain has disappeared within 
a few seconds after the application of a single crys- 
tal on cotton-wool. From this it is easy to go to 
sciatica, and I would recommend a trial of the 
crystal of menthol, melted, in this affection, as well 
as in intercostal neuralgia, brachialgia, and nerve 
pains in general.—-A. D. Macdonald, in The Lon- 
don Lancet. 

SOME CASES OF BRIGHT’S DISEASE TREATED 
WITH JABORANDI.—As the brief records of some 
cases of Bright’s disease in which jaborandi was 
employed may be of interest, permit me to submit 
them. 

Case 1. I was called one evening to see a wo- 
man said to be hysterical. I found, indeed, all the 
symptoms that are given by the best authors of 








that protean malady; but, as the patient was preg- 
nant, and had some headache, I endeavored to pro- 
cure some of her water. It was impossible to get 
more than a drachm, as she fought like a tigress. 
It contained some albumen. I ordered free purga- 
tion, and gave bromide of potash, chloral, tr. valer- 
ian to quiet her. Eight hours after, 1 was again 
called to see my hysterical patient in “fits.” Os 
uteri slightly dilated, and her convulsions occur- 
ring at each contraction of the uterus. I sent for 
forceps, and dilated the os uteri rapidly. I gave 
hypodermically one-sixth grain of pilocarpine. It 
acted promptly, and her convulsions were so modi- 
fied that I gave her, in a half-hour, another injec- 
tion of the same amount. The child was now de- 
livered. Some other convulsions occurred after 
the birth of the child. Again I resorted to jabor- 
andi, and again I succeeded. The purgation was 
thorough. The woman recovered. 

Case 2. I was called shortly after to see a wo- 
man in puerperal convulsions. Two physicians 
had seen her, but one said to administer chloro- 
form and she would come all “right,” and the 
other refused to attend. The patient’s convulsions 
were terrible, one every three minutes. The os 
was only partially dilated. Chloroform did not 
yield me very good results, so I resorted to jabor- 
andi. Her skin was dry and hot. I threw up 
thirty minims of the fluid extract of jaborandi per 
rectum. The cedema of the lungs which followed 
was so awful that I hope I may never see such 
again. I gave her upas lost; and, as the feetal 
heart had ceased,I determined to wait her death 
before delivering. To my surprise, after an hour 
of these terrible symptoms, and by the free injec- 
tion of ammon. carb., my patient rallied, and be- 
came conscious for the first time in twenty-four 
hours. I sent for my father, Dr. John Burke, and 
she was delivered. Everything appeared well. 
She had lost much blood, but she appeared to be 
doing nicely. I left. Was called back in two 
hours. She had another convulsion. I gave one- 
twentieth grain of pilocarpine, and, although it 
stopped the convulsion and did not occasion much 
oedema, she sunk and died some hours after, spite 
of my most strenuous exertions. 

Case 3, was a young man who, after being purged 
freely and cupped, still complained of headache, 
and had, with a dry, harsh skin, all the initiatory 
symptoms of a convulsion. The hypodermic injec- 
tion of one-third of a grain of pilocarpine and an 
equal amount of Magendie’s sol. of morphia, by 
the orders of my father, Dr. John Burke, produced 
a most profuse perspiration and an agreeable sleep, 
which lasted for six hours, after which all his 
symptoms disappeared, and, with the rational con- 
tinuance of appropriate medication, he recovered. 
—Martin Burke, in Medical Record. 





CHRYSOPHANIC ACID IN PSORIASIS AND 
OTHER ALLIED SKIN DISEASES.—Chrysophanic 
acid is one of the most useful and important thera- 
peutical agents we have in the treatment of cer- 
tain intractable diseases of the skin, especially 
those belonging to the scaly order. I have treated 
many cases of psoriasis, herpes, eczema, impetigo, 
lichen and pityriasis, which has been of long dura- 
tion, and has resisted other well-tried means, 
especially psoriasis. Three cases of more than ten 
years duration, whose bodies were almost entirely 
covered with scales, were cured after three weeks’ 
treatment. 

The acid can be used in connection with simple 
cerate, cod-liver oil, sweet oil, vaseline, etc. 

B. Chrysophanic acid, 3ss. to 3 ij. 
Vaseline, 3j. 


M. Sig. Use on the diseased parts night and 
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morning. Thirty grains of the acid is the smallest 
quantity used, and one hundred and twenty is the 
largest that will be required. In children suffering 
from scaly eczema, this ointment has been very 
successful. In three cases of pityriasis of the face 
of more than six years’ duration this ointment 
quickly cured. Herpetic and eczematous eruptions 
around the anus, prepuce and vulva that are stub- 
born to cure, rapidly improve after using this oint- 
ment and are soon cured. 

Chronic ulcers of the leg from varicose veins or 
other causes, the following will prove an excellent 
application : 

R. Ol. Terebinth, 3 j. 
Acid Chrysophanic, 3 j. 


M. Sig. Apply with camel’s hair pencil, then 
cover the ulcer with the ointment. Renew every 
day for three days then thickly apply oxide zinc 
ointment three times a day; use no soap or water 
about the limb, but if the ointment crusts on: the 
leg remove it with sweet oil.—A. /. Pattee, M. D., 
in Medical Brief. 

FUCUS VESICULOSUS (ANTI-FAT).—Now that 
this remedy is so universally used for the reduction 
of obesity, it may interest the profession to recall 
to mind another use found for it in 1826. 

Laennec having observed that on the coast of 
Brittany, where the air is more humid, but at the 
same time milder and more equable than in the 
interior of France, the number of phthisical pa- 
tients was comparitavely small, and having also 
seen that young men from Brittany became con- 
sumptive during their sojourn in large cities, and re- 
covered on returning to their native province, came 
to the conclusion, that the peculiar atmosphere of 
the sea coast had something to do in these results. 

He, therefore, tried to imitate it, in some meas- 
ure, by placing near the beds of the patients cer- 
tain fresh marine plants. He brought together, 
into two small wards, a number of phthisical pa- 
tients, and surrounded their beds with the fucus 
vesiculosus, causing them to drink also an infusion 
of the same plant. None appeared to suffer from 
this mode of treatment, as long as the fresh fucus 
could be procured. 

The cough became less frequent, the breathing 
less confined, the expectoration less in quantity. 
In the greater number the hectic fever ceased, and 
the progress of emactation was arrested. 

In 1826 the fucus caused fattening and arrest of 
emaciation ; now it produces emaciation, or rather 
tt reduces bulk, according to testimony of many 
writers, who perhaps do not take into account the 
diet they adopt, or the hygiene they follow, as be- 
ing a more important factor in the matter. 

We do not hear now of fucus in consumption. 
In fifty-three years’ time shall we hear of Anti- 
Fat ?—Med. Press and Circular. 


[Is not F. Vesiculosus a tonic alterative? If so, is 
there any paradox in the facts that the consumptive 
gains fat while taking it, and that the fat, lymphatic 
patient loses fat?—ED. NEW PREPARATIONS. | 

SCUDDER IN THE ROLE OF AN EDUCATION- 
AL (?) CRITIC.*—We were considerably surprised 
at an article which appeared in the last number 
of Scudder’s Fournal, of Cincinnati, entitled 
“Incompetent Teachers and Imperfect Medical 
Teaching.” The article was simply an attack 
on Bennett Medical College, and, of course, the 





* We should more naturally have looked for a criticism on art, 
than for one on an educational subject from an ex- (house) 
painter.—Ep. 





statements there made must be true, as they come 
from such a disinterested (?) source. It appeared 
as a communication to the editor, and the writer, 
no doubt. must be wholly disconnected (?) with 
Scudder’s College, as none of his professors 
would be so immodest or impolitic as to try to 
advertise themselves by injury to others. We 
might find fault with Dr. Scudder for allowing such 
a communication to appear, but probably he was 
asleep, or gone on a journey; or possibly his mind 
has become clouded by age and overwork. It 
may be, however, that down there, in Cincinnati, 
they are so behindhand in civilization as to think 
that sparring with words is the height of scientific 
discussion. If so, we leave them to their own 
happy amusement, and simply protect ourselves in 
self-defense. 

The article itself is highly entertaining and enor- 
mously instructive. It either evinces a foresight 
of several hundred years, at least, when all the 
affairs of the present day will have been forgotten, 
or was written from a standpoint of thirty or forty 
years ago. 

Among other points it refers to an address de- 
livered by Prof. Reading, at the commencement 
exercises of Bennett Medical College, wherein it 
was stated that formerly the facial nerve was cut 
for tic douloureux. It flatly denies this fact, and 
says, “This ignorance of both anatomy and phy- 
siology would be inexcusable in a physician, much 
more ina teacher of medicine.” We would simply 
refer the writer to Da/ton’s Phystology, a text book 
with which the merest tyros of medicine in Chi- 
cago are familiar, but of which they probably have 
not heard in Cincinnati. Under the head of the 
facial nerve, Dalton says, “ The facial, therefore, 
does not transmit sensation from these parts; and 
its division, which was formerly resorted to in tic 
douloureux, is accordingly altogether incapable of 
relieving neuralgic pains.” If more proofs were 
necessary, an abundance of them is furnished in 
the works of Sir Charles Bell himself, who did 
more to establish the functions of the nervous sys- 
tem than any one else. We repeat, and this time 
without quotation marks, this ignorance of both 
anatomy and physiology would be inexcusable ina 
physician, much more in a teacher of medicine. 
Other flaws, equally correct and interesting, are 
found in the address above referred to, but we as- 
sure the writer that the statements there made 
were by the authority of such men as Dalton, Flint, 
Hammond, etc., which are universally received up 
our way, but whose works have probably not yet 
penetrated to the inland town on the creek. 

The article again takes issue with Prof. Whit- 
ford’s treatment of whooping-cough, and we can 
but conclude that the disease must be different in 
the two different places. We 4now that this method 
of treatment works well here, and it can’t be 
that they don’t know how to treat whooping- 
cough in Cincinnati. We assure you, gentlemen 
of Cincinnati, if you really do not, you had better 
leave the patients to themselves, for they will nearly 
always recover sooner or later. 

The weakest point in the whole article was the 
writer’s attack on Prof. Clark. Here we descend 
from the sublime to the ridiculous. The idea of 
Scudder pitching into such a man as Prof. Clark 
reminds us of the fable of the frog and the ox. 
A manwho runs a college simply for money, who 
edits a journal simply for money, who writes 
books simply for money, who pretends to invent 
a peculiar system of medication simply for money, 
must be satisfied with the attainment of his ob- 
ject, but must not aspire to the position of true 
science occupied by Prof. Clark ; much less should he 
assume to dictate what is right and what is wrong. 
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The article ends with a few unimportant slurs 
on Prof. Davis, which are as ridiculous as they are 
far-fetched. 

In truth, the whole article, in unfair dealing 
and petty meanness, caps the climax of contempt- 
ibility. When a man, who is at the head of an 
institution which pretends to teach the noblest 
profession, is obliged to edit a journal and pros- 


titute its pages to the personal abuse of teach- 
ers of another institution, it is about time that 
he shuts the slanderous doors of his whole con- 
cern, and allows his disciples and friends to 
| leave such an atmosphere of miserly plotting and 
| selfish scheming for some place where there is 
true refinement and real culture.—Chicago Medical 
Times. 
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PERSONAL.—A subscriber wishes the following 
back numbers to complete his files of the respective 
journals. Any one having extra copies of same to 
offer, will oblige by corresponding with the pub- 
lisher of this journal (Geo. S. Davis, Box 641, 
Detroit). Please state prices in your communication. 

New Remedies (Wm. Wood & Co., New York). 


—Vol. I, 1871, Oct. Vol. II, 1873, Jan. (whole 
number 7). Vol. III, 1874, Jan. (whole number 
11); April (whole number 12). 


Druggists’ Circular (L. V. Newton, M. D., 
New York).—Vol. VII, 1863, Feb. (whole num- 
ber 74). 








Publisher’s Notes. 





Subscriptions. 

The subscription price for THE THERAPEUTIC 
GAZETTE for 1880 will be one dollar. Subscribers 
for 1880, who remit before January Ist, will receive 
all numbers for 1879 issued subsequent to their 
remittance, free of charge. 

Back numbers (NEW PREPARATIONS) (1877-78), 
each 10 cents. Back numbers (NEW PREPARA- 
TIONS), bound—Vols. I and II (quarterly)—paper 
cover, 40 cents; board covers, 75 cents per volume. 
The January, 1878, number is now out of print. 
Volume III (monthly)—cloth, $1.25; paper, $1.00. 


possible inclose your printed address (card, bill or 
note head). 

If you feel unable to pay the retail prices of 
medical publications, notice that you can obtain 
THE THERAPEUTIC GAZETEE with many of them 
for a year, without extra charge, if both publi- 
cations are ordered through us. Many have availed 
themselves of our clubbing rates the past few weeks. 

For publications of Messrs. Wm. Wood & Co., 
Henry C. Lea, and D. G. Brinton, we must here- 
after charge their list prices, with $1.00 additional 
for THE THERAPEUTIC GAZETTE, as they no 





For one dollar and fifty cents inclosed to Geo. S. 
Davis, Publisher, we will send THE THERAPEUTIC 
GAZETTE (monthly) and MICHIGAN MEDICAL 
NEws (semi-monthly) for one year to any address. 
For threedollars and fifty cents, THE THERA- 
PEUTIC GAZETTE and DETROIT LANCET, and for 
four dollars, the three journals for one year to one 
address. The MEDICAL NEWS alone is one dollar 
per year, and the DETROIT LANCET, three dollars. 

Our prospectus, giving reduced prices for nearly 
every medical journal published in this country and 
Europe, and for the leading scientific and popular 
literary magazines, is now ready. Please send for 
a copy if you have not already done so. 


Correspondence. 

Address all correspondence and printed matter 
pertaining to the journal to Geo. S. Davis, Box 641, 
Detroit. 

In corresponding, don’t blame us for an appar- 
ent inattention to your wants, until you know we 
are at fault. We have a large file of letters which 
ought to be answered ; some have no signature, 
others no address, and many we cannot read either 
signature or place. Your letter of complaint will 
enable us to answer you. 

We shall continue next year the reports of prac- 
titioners upon the remedies introduced to your no- 
tice, and shall also continue our reports upon such 
other new-comers as may be of, interest to the pro- 
fession; hence we cordially invite physicians to 
send us, for publication, their written experience 
with any of the mew remedzes alluded to in our 
columns, or upon kindred subjects. 

We shall be pleased to have all who receive a 
sample copy of this number of THE THERAPEUTIC 
GAZETTE become subscribers, and hope they will 
send in their remittances as speedily as possible, so 
that we may have our mail list in readiness for the 
next issue, 

Write your name and address p/aznly. When 











longer make the usual trade discounts to any pub- 
lishers. To save you the annoyance of making two 
remittances we will, however, be responsible for 
your payment reaching them if sent to us with your 
remittance for THE THERAPEUTIC GAZETTE. 

Our prospectus, just issued, contains a list of 
premiums and other matters of interest. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE.—Please observe that our 
premiums are offered only for actual subscribers 
who send the names of NEW subscribers. Thus, a 
physician who is not a paid subscriber himself, 
cannot remit $1.00 for his own subscription and 
claim a premium. Neither can he send with his 
own remittance the renewal for another subscriber 
and obtain a premium. But if he sends his own 
subscription for 1880, and the subscription of 
another person wot already our books, he is en- 
titled to a premium. 

Subscribers cannot claim both the premium and 
the advantages of our clubbing rates on the same 
subscriptions. 


Agents. 


We wish to employ agents in all parts of the 
country. Active men, possessing tact for such work, 
can make it pay. Traveling men and all whose 
business brings them in contact with physicians 
can do well in canvassing for us, and the work 
is easy, honorable, and requires no capital. Write 
to the publisher, stating your qualifications for can- 
vassing and the territory you want, and we will be 
glad to correspond with you. Physicians and drug 
clerks, whose duties will permit them to give this 
matter a portion of their time, may add a pleasing 
sum to their income under our liberal terms. All 
are invited to communicate with us, and we will 
furnish sample copies, gratis, and full information 
as to terms. Now isa favorable time for beginning 
the canvass for next year, as we offer all such sub- 
scribers the forthcoming numbers for the present 
year free. 
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Professional and Business Chances. 


Business Cuances.—Under this head we will be happy to insert, gratis, not more than four lines from any physician or 
druggist—on the subscription list of New PreparaTions—who wishes to dispose of his property. These brief notices should 
state where the property is located, its value, reasons for selling, etc. This liberal offer enables physicians and druggists 
wishing to change their location to bring the matter free of expense to the notice of thousands who might wish to 
purchase. The circulation of New Preparations is already very large, and rapidly increasing. It goes to every State 
and Territory in the United States as well as to Canada and Great Britain. 

Please note our request that each advertiser will advise us as soon as the advertisement has achieved its purpose, 

On account of limited space, we will hereafter be compelled to decline advertisements in excess of four lines. Adver- 


tisers hereafter must name some address other than this journal. 


(Box 641.) 





UST RECEIVED —An ample stock of Crude Petroleum, 
Chaulmoogra Oil, Sarracenia Flava, and several new 
South American drugs. Parke, Davis & Co. 


OR SALE.—A SPLENDID CHANCE FOR A 
PHYSICIAN.— I will give my practice, amounting to 
from $4,000 to $6,000 per year, to a good live physician, if he 
will purchase my b ape rty, viz.: a good house (10 rooms) on 
two lots, all kinds of fruit, barn and out-houses, etc., for 
$3,500, first cost $6,000; in a city of 10,000 inhabitants, in the 
oil country of Pennsylvania; four railroads. Reason for 
selling; want to go to New York city. Will remain six months 
as partner; terms easy. Address, 
Scalpel, box 641, Detroit 
T OT SPRINGS DRUG STORE FOR SALE.—A rare 
chance for a live man, witha little money. Reason 
for selling—business in Cincinnati requires my whole atten- 
tion. Address. 


Dr. W. W. Clark, care of Grand Hotel, Cincinnati, Ohio. 


)}OR SALE, in California—A country practice, and 
an improved farm of 40 acres, containing vineyard, 
orchards, artesian wells, etc., for sale, or exchange for a 
drug store, and property, suitable for an M. D., in some 
growing town, in the West Kentucky, or Texas preferred. 
Address, 
J. R. Gregory, M. D., Westminster, Los Angeles Co., Ca. 


HYSICIAN’S LOCATION.—For sale in a good town 
situated in the finest valley in the State of Ohio; good 
property very low, terms easy, good practice; satisfactory 
reason for selling out. Address, 
W. F. Coopper, Brandt, Miami Co., Ohio. 


OTICE.—PERSONAL.—Will the physician advertising 
Hs under this head who signs his elesstieomens “Es. DB, 
Box 641, Detroit, Mich.,’’ please forward his correct address 
to me at once, as I have mislaid his letter containing same, 
and, having received several replies to said advertisement, 
I am at a loss to know where to mail them. 

Geo. S. Davis, Box 641, Detroit, Mich. 




















)\}OR SALE, —I will transfer a good paying country prac- 
tice to the ope pd of my two ponies, concord wagon 
buckboard, double and single harness, stable, furniture and 
drugs; also sleigh. The above offer stands good only till 
January 1, 1880. Price, $350. Address, 
J. E. Garrison, M. D., South Canaan, Wayne Co., Pa. 


OR SALE, AN ECLECTIC AND BOTANIC 
PRACTICE, in a town of 6,000 inhabitants, surrounded 
by a thickly populated icultural community, in northern 
Ohio, Practice about $3,500 ne annum (and with much 
more if night business is attended to). Address, 
Dr. W. H. Betts, Findlay, Hancock Co., Ohio. 








Sr HUNDRED DOLLARS will buy the property and 
\O good-will of a practice established eight years. A rare 
chance for a young man, as he will have the entire field to 
himself, the nearest competition being eight miles distant. 


Good house and lot, with stabling, etc. o churches and a 
graded school in the village. Situation on a railroad within 
twenty five miles of the capital. Good reasons given for 
selling. Address, “Galen,” Springfield, Ill. 


OR SALE OR TRADE, Drug Store and Fixtures, 
valued at $1,000. Located in a city of 16,000 inhabitantt 

in southern Illinois. Best farming county in state. Will sell 
for ) cash, or trade for real estate at $1,000. Good reasons 
for selling. Address, Box 306, Belleville, Ill. 


OR SALE.—A practice, worth $1,500, situated in one of 

the finest seaside villages in Mass. Also team, office 

and fixtures, if desired. Climatic change imperative. $400 

to $600. Terms easy. Splendid opening for a young man. 
Address, with stamp, Box 3, Methuen, Mass. 

ys SALE OR EXCHANGE —A good location for a 

physician, in one of the most desirable portions of 

western Texas. For full particulars, address, 

A. I Hodge, M. D., Concrete, De Witt Co., Texas. 


{ URGICAL INSTRUMENTS,—I wish to purchase a full 

) line of Surgical Instruments and Appliances. Parties 
wishing to dispose of full or part sets, address, with particu- 
ars, Dr. E. F. Wells, Minster, Anglaizs Co., Ohio. 


$25 REWARD to the physician who informs me of a 
9) desirable location for a regular physician. Three 
years’ experience. Give particulars. Address, 

A, Y. Y., Farmington, Ills. 




















7 ANTED.—To trade property, in a thriving new settle 

ment in Florida, for a physician’s practice and prop- 

erty in northern Ohio, Indiana or Illinois. For particulars, 
address, W. M., M. D., Decatur, Il. 


OCATION—PHYSICIAN.—A good paying practice, 
office, fixtures and medicine, good two story dwelling 
house, barn and all necessary outbuildings and two corner 
lots in a thriving little railroad town and gee farming com- 
munity for $2,000, three-fourths cash, balance in twelve 
months. Reasons for selling, want to go into the drug busi- 

ness. For further particulars address with stamp, 

A. C., Huron, Ind. 


HYSICIAN—LOCATION —A good location for a phy- 
sician, especially a young man, in a country town; 
ar greny farming district all around, nearest town ten miles, 
ish to sell only office and practice. Reasons for selling, 
must attend to other business. Address, 
P. O. Box 7, New Bedford, Bureau Co., Til. 


\OR SALE-—A prosiion worth $6,000 per annum (and worth 
much more if night business is attended to) in a lively 
northern city on Mississippi river; or will sell a half interest 
in business. For particulars address, with stamp, 
““M. D,”’ box 641, Detroit, Mich. 


OR SALE —A paying drug store located in best part of 

Cumberland Valley, Pa., within twenty miles of Harris- 

—_. Stock, $1,500 cash; fixtures belong to building. 
SS 


Ad 
Jalap, Oakville, Pa. 


OUNG PHYSICIAN —I will sell you my practice, house 

(new and large), barn, one-half acre of land, fruit trees, 

good well, etc., for $450, cost $600. ason, wish to locate at 

a distance with another practitioner. Good practice. Terms 
easy. Address, J. S. Seeley, M. D., Cordova, Minn. 


OR SALE—An office, drugs, instruments, horse and 


carriage, outfit complete; business $3,000 a year. 15,000 
population. I wish to remove to California. This is a fine 


opening for an eclectic. 
Prof. R. R. Hall, M. D., Aurora, IIL 


GOOD OPENING fora physician and surgeon ina 

growing country village of about 5,000 inhabitants, a No. 

1 house with barn, worth about $4,000. Satisfactory reasons 
given for selling or | 

Dr. W. J. Wilcox, 























ox, Hoosick Falls, N. Y._ 





FINE CHANCE TO MAKE MONEY.—We will sell 
our stock of drugs and fixtures, valued at $1,200, at 
two-thirds invoice with ten per cent off for all cash advanced. 
Time will be given on part if desired. Location is one of the 
best in north-east Indiana. Good reasons for selling. 
Address, S. & B., box 100, Decatur, Ind. 


| De STORE FOR SALE—Business good, will turn 
over a practice worth $3,000 per annum to purchaser— 
bad health. Address. 
A. F. Reed, M. D., Allenville, Cape Co., Mo. 


OR SALE —Anestablished location, good house, stables, 
office, three-fourths acre of land, fruit, etc., in nice vil- 
lage, good roads, good country. Price, $1,000, half cash. I 
wish to go west. or particulars, address, 
J. A. Comstock, M. D., Marietta, Shelby Co., Ind. 


| ee SALE —A drug store established thirty years, west 
end of the city. Price $1,200—$500 cash, balance to suit 
Address, 
Dr. I. B. Moore, 1924 Pennsylvania Ave., 
Washington, D. C. 


ITUATION WANTED.—Young man with three years’ 

experience wishes situation as clerk in a drug store. 

y wad temperate. References from last employer. Ad- 

ress, 
‘ C. H. Willard, Friendship, Allegany Co., N. Y. 

ANTED TO FORM A PARTNERSHIP with some 

experienced physician, who has a large practice. Can 

give good references as to character and abiity. For further 
information address 











purchaser. 








Medicus, Martelle, Jones Co., Iowa. 


JHYSICIAN’S LOCATION, — = A regular graduate 
desiring a good location immediately, on most favorable 
terms, can learn of one with particulars, by addressing 
Box 57, Davison Station, Genesee Co., Michigan. 


re SALE, immediately; location, mare, sulky, harness, 
medicine, all the et ceteras to start a young man in 
ge I think the mare alone worth $300 ; will take $350 
or all. Want to Be West. Correspond with 
r. Wm. Wood, Malta, Morgan Co., Ohio. 














